rie 
Prefent State 


OF THE 


 REPUBLICK 


| OF 


r LETTERS. 


For July, 1730. 
V-Oob,. Vd; 





———Fungar vice cotis, acutum 


Reddere ‘oa ferrum valet, exfors ipfa fecandhc.. 


SIUM. 
LONDON: 


Printed for W1L1t1am Inwys, at the Weft 
End of St. Paul’ss5 Mopccxxx. 


Price One Shilling. 































7,100 
fad: 843 


BOOKS printed for WV. InNnys. 


I. HE general Ufe and Perfpicuity of the Go- 

{pel afferted : In a Difcourfe, in Part deliver- 
ed at the Primary Vifitation of the Right Reverend 
the Lord Bifhop of Peterborough, held in fune 1730. at 
Oundle. Wherein fome Objef&ions to the Truth and 
Credibility of external Revelation, contain’d in a 
Book, enrituled, —— as old as the Creation, &c. 
are occafionally confider’d. By H. Lee, D. D. Re&or 
of Tichmar{h in Northamptonfbire. 8vo. 


2. Brief Critical Notes, efpecially on the various 
Readings of the New Teftament Books. With a Pre- 
face, concerning the Texts cited therein frem the Old 
Teftament ; as alfo concerning the Ufe of the Septua- 
gint Tranflation. By W. Wall, S.'T. P. Author of the 
Hiftory of Infant Baptifm. 8vo. | 


3. Twelve Sermons, preach’d upon feveral Occafions, 
by Fobn Rogers, D.D. late Vicar of St. Giles’s Cripplegate, 
Sub-Dean and Canon of Wells, and Chaplain in Ordi- 
nary to his Majefty. S<o. 


4. Sermons on feveral Occafions, preach’d at the 
Royal Chapel at St. Fames’s. By Andrew Trebeck, B.D. 
Rector of St. George Hanover-Square. ‘The Second Edi- 
tion. To which isadded, A Sermon preach’d on the 
firft Sunday of opening the Church of St. Geerge Hano- 
ver-Square after Confecration. 8vo. 


5. AVindication of the fivil Eftablifhment of Re- 
ligion: Wherein fome Pofitions of Mr. Chandler, the 
Author of Literal Scheme, &c. and an anonymous Letter 
on that Subjeft, are occafionally confider’d. With an 
Appendix, containing a Letter from the Reverend 
Dr. Marfball, and an Anfwer to the fame. By F. Ro- 
gers, D. D, late Vicar of St. Giles’s, Cripplegate ; and 
Chaplain in Ordinary to his Majefty. $v. 





















‘TABLE of the ARTICLES 


For JULY 1730. 


1, S’ R MONS on feveral fubjeéts ; being the 
pofthumous Works of Samuel Clarke,D.D. 
€&c. in 4 Vol. 8vo. Page 5 


II. A Difcourfe of the Lord Bifhop of Peter- 
borough, concerning the prefent danger of 
Popery. 50 

III. A jLetter from Dr. Cofius Bifhop of Dur- 
ham, to Bifhop Moreton his Predeceffor in the 
fame See, concerning his Studies and Em- 
ployments when abroad, the Corruption of 
Authors and Councils by the Roman-Catho- 


licks, &5¢. Now firft publifhed from the ori- 
ginal MSS. 59 


IV. A Memorial of Bifhop Cofins, relating to 
the great Council of Lateran, held under 
Pope Innocent III. 4. D. 1215. and the for- 
gery of its Canons. 65 


V. The Elogium of the late reverend and learn- 
ed Anthony Blackwall], &c. With an account 
of his Writings. nt 

VI. The Gardener's Dictionary; or, An Effay 


towards a general Syftem of Gardening. By 
Philip Miler. "3 


VII. 





State 





4 A TABLE of the ARTICLES. 


VII. State of Learning. Page “3 


BERLIN. "8 
ALTENA. 

BRUNSWIC. 
STRASBURG. 
LONDON 





















PRESENT STATE 


OF THE 


Republick of Letters. 


For JULY 1730. 


A'S FT SC LE tk 


SERMONS on the followmg Suljetts: 
Of Faith iz Gop. Of the Unity of 
Gop. Of the Eternity of Gov. Of 
fis Spirituality, Immutability, Omni- 
prefence, Omnipotence, Omnifcience ; 
Wifdom, Goodnefs, Patience and Fu- 
ftice, &c. Being the pofthumous Works 
of SAMUEL CLARKE, ZD. D. late 
Rector of St. James's Weftminfter. 
Publifh’d from the Author's, MSS. by 
Joun Criarke, D.D. Dean of Sa- 
rum. W2th 4 Preface, giving fome Ac- 


JULY 4730. A count 




























The Prefent State of — Art. 1. 
count of the Life, Writings, aad Cha- 
racter of the Author ; By BENJAMIN 
Lord Bifbop of BANGor. Printed for 
James and Fobu Kuapton, in St.Paul’s 
Church-yard. 1730. 


Ergo QUINTILIUM perpetuns Sopor 
Uiget © Cui pudor, €3 juftitie foror 
Incorrupta fides, nudaque veritas, 
Quando ullum invenient parem ¢ 

Hor. Carm. L. I. Od. 24. 


two Volumes of the late Dr. Clarke’s 
Sermons: Two more have been fince publifh’d ; 
and we fhall have the remaining fix, as faft as 
they can be printed off. 

Dr. Clarke was one of thofe great genius’s, 
who never applied himfelf to any thing, in 
which he was not able to produce new light : 
nor did he fcarce ever enter into any argument, 
which he did not prove with the utmoft exact- 
nefs. This muft excite the curiofity of all men, 
to fee what fo judicious and learned a writer 
will fay, upon fo many curious fubjeéts as he 
preach’d upon. 


¢ be world has had fome time before it 


Before the jirff Volume of thefe Sermons, 
there is prefix’d a Preface, giving fome account 
of the Life,’ Writings, and Character of the 
Author, by the Right Reverend the Lord Bi- 
fhop of Salisbury. They that know the great 
name and reputation, which that Prelate has 

“i | juftly 
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juftly acquir’d, by his many and excellent wri- 
tings in behalf of the Civil and Religious Li- 
berties of Mankind, will eafily judge of the 
value and friendfhip his Lordfhip had for Dr. 
Clarke, by what he fays in the clofe of the 
Preface; and will conceive the higheft notion 
poffible of the learning and judgment, the fa- 
gacity and abilities of Ze Doctor, when fo 
judicious and learned, and able a Prelate, and 
one fo high in the efteem of the world, could 
fay, “* I have thus paid that laft duty to the 
‘© memory of this excellent Man, which I could 
<< not but efteem a debt to fuch a Benefactor 
“¢ to the Caufe of Relizion and Learning uni- 
“‘ ted. And, as thefe Works of his muft laft 
‘¢ as long as any Language remains to convey 
‘¢ them to future times ; perhaps I may flatter 
‘¢ myfelf, that this faint and imperfect Account 
“¢ of Him may be tranfmitted down with them. 
‘¢ And I hope, it will be thought a pardonable 
“© piece of ambition, and felf-intereftednefs ; if, 
‘“* being fearful left Every thing  elfe fhould 
** prove too weak to keep the remembrance 
‘* of myfelf in being, I lay hold on Lis Fame, 
** to prop and fupport my own. Iam fure, As 
“¢ T have little reafon to expeét that any thing 
‘“-of mine, without fuch an affiftance, can live: 
I fhall think myfelf greatly recompenfed for 
the want of any other memorial, if my name 
may go down to pofterity thus clofely join’d 


to bis; and I-myfelf be thought of, and 
fpoke of, in ages to come, under the Cha- 
“* ra€ter of The FrtrenNvD of Dr.CLAR KE. 
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The account of Dr. Clarke’s peculiar talent 
in preaching, is thus given us by his ‘Lord- 


fhip : 
A 2 “° His 
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** His preaching was what one would natu- 
rally expect from a perfon of fo critical a ge- 
nius, and fo fedate a judgment. The defign 
and tendency of it, was not to move the paf- 
fions: nor had he any talent this way. He 
wifely never attempted it, becaufe he was 
‘* fenfible he fhould not fucceed if he did. And 
“* if this was a defect, it was a defed? in his ori- 
ginal Frame and Conftitution. But then, 
his fentiments and expreffion were fo mafter- 
ly ; his way of explaining the phra/eology of 
Scripture, by collecting, and comparing to- 
gether, all the parallel places truly relating 
to any fubject, was fo extraordinary and con- 
vincing ; that fuch a delight of fatisfa€tion 
went along with it, as more than made a- 
mends for the want of the other. And in 
this method of preaching, he was fo univer- 
fally acceptable, that perhaps there was not 
a Parifbioner he had, of any rank, (what- 
ever might be his way of thinking in our di- 
vided world, ) who was not always pleafed 
at his coming into the pulpit ; or, who was 
ever weary of his Inftru€tions from thence. 
However we differ in fome Matters, we de- 
“* fire to fee no other Perfon in the Pulpit ; was, 
‘** IT know, a Saying amongft them: And it is 
‘© for their honour, that I mention it.” 
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As this was the Doétor’s peculiar way of 
preaching, and he was fo extraordinarily quali- 
fied by ftrength of reafon, by critical skill, by 
an eminent knowledge of the Scripture-ftyle, 
and Phrafeology ; his Sermons muft make the 
very beft Collection, which has hitherto ap- 
peard. His manner is very peculzar and uncom- 
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mon ; his language clear and diftinét; and the 
{ubjects or texts he preach’d upon, are often 
fuch as no other Divine fcarce ever handled. 


The fir Volume contains feventeen Dif- 
courfes, on the Being and Attributes of God : 
which he has treated of in a more ufeful, 2. e. 
in a lefs abftract way, than he did in his Boy- 
jean Lettures, which he preach’d in the years 
1704, and 1705. The ufefulnefs and excellency 
of the principles there laid down, bere appears 
moft evident: And in both, we fee what the 


ey genius could do, upon the greateft 
ubject. 


The /fecond Volume contains alfo feventeen 
Sermons on divers fubjeéts. As tis unufual, and 
may perhaps be deem’d out of the way, to 
give Extracts out of Sermons ; yet when a par- 
ticular manner, and a particular excellency ap- 
pears in any writer, it muft be right to point 
out that ; and if I did not, I fhould not purfue 
what my Motto conftantly puts me in mind 
of ; 





Fungar vice cotis, acutum 
Reddeve que ferrum valet, exfors ipfa fecandi. 


The end of preaching, is either to explain a 
text of Scripture, or a doétrine contain’d in 
Revelation ; Or elfe ’tis to recommend fome 
duty to our practice, by laying before an audi- 
ence the proper motives, and reafons, and ob- 
ligations to perform it. Dr. Clarke’s talent did 
not lie in an application to men’s paflions, in 
working upon them by harmonious founds, by 
well-turn’d periods, by fine imagery, and beau- 
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tiful colourings. This, however ufeful on cer- 
tain occafions , yet in preaching, he feem’d to 
think leis proper. He therefore always appli- 
ed to the reaion and underftanding of his Au- 
ditory ; concluding, that the heh I hold xhich 
Religion could take upon any man, was on the 
4; ind 3 and if once a man were reai/y convinced 
of the neceffity, and obligation of duty, he 
might perhaps ferhietimes {werve from it, but 
could never be long in a ftate of impiety 

The Doétor’s method was, to apply to men’s 
judgments, and to lay hold ‘of ti ae: and with 
this view it was, that he applied himfelf to the 
explication of Scripture, and to a careful guard- 
ing it againft the miftaken Interpretations, 
which weak or wicked men have too oiten put 
bee many texts. 

The harder any paffage is, and its connexion 
‘the lefs evident, it has been the more frequently 
applied to certain fyftems ; and made the foun- 
dation of doétrines, which the New Teftament, 
rightly underftood, is too often found to be a 
per fect eg to. The Doétor therefore ufu- 

ally would fift into the exact meaning of words ; 
would enguire into the manner of expreffion, 
and the meaning of it in other places; and thus 
explain a paffage confiftently with the whole te- 
nor of Scripture, and guard it againft miftaken 
applications. ‘This was an effectual method to 
create a juft and proper reverence for the holy 
Scriptures, and for all the parts of inftituted 
Religion ; becaufe he removed the objections 
againft them, and took away the foundations of 
unbelief. 
That the Reader may conceive the Doétor’s 


manner, 1 will produce an inftance of it, from 
the Sermon I laft read. 
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In the fecond Volume, the twelfth Sermon is 


about the Grace ot God. In it, he clearly and 
diftinétly explains, and treats of the feveral 
fenfes of that word in Scripture ; and com- 
ments upon feveral texts, in which it occurs. 
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gr. 
“* Sometimes it fignifies, fays he, thofe ex- 
traordinary gifts and powers of the Holy 
Ghoft, by which the Apoftles were enabled 
to demonftrate the truth of their Comimiffiox, 
to preach their doéfrine with autbority, to coi- 
vince gainfayers with evidence, to govern the 
Churches by a proper diftribution of different 
Trufis and Offices. And the géjis or powers, 
by which the Apoftles were enabled to do all 
thefe things with extraordinary efficacy and 
fuccefs, are therefore called grace, becaufe 
they are not at all watural acquéfitions, but 
free gifts of God; diftributed to every one 
feverally, not according to the will of man ; 
but at fuch times, and zu {uch pi oportions. 
and to fuch per/ons, and for {uch purpofes, as 
God bimfelf pleafed. Thus Rou. i. 5. By 
whom we bave received grace aud spottichhip, 
for obedience to the fatth among all uations.” 
‘© In other paffages, the fame word is made 
ufe of to fignify that extraordinary affi/tance 
and /upport, which God has fometimes been 
pleafed to afford his Servants, under extra- 
Ordinary dfficulties and trials. And this is 
called grace, becaufe anegenyg d as given par- 


and above the general fupport ts, : from 
the confiderations of rez/on, and from the 
motives and promifes of the Gofpel in general. 
Thus when St. Paul under fome partic lar 
A 4 * afili- 
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<¢ affliction and diftrefs, which he calls the me/- 
‘s fenger of Satan to buffet him, prayed with re- 
‘© peated importunity to have this trouble re- 
‘¢ moved trom him; The Lord faid unto him, 
“© 2Cor. xii. 9. My grace is /uffictent for thee. 
‘© And when our Saviour foretels his difciples, 
‘* that they fhould be perfecuted, and brought 
“* before kings and rulers for his name’s fake; 
he tells them at the fame time, which is ano- 
ther inftance of this grace, or gracious good- 
<< nefs of God, which wih not fuffer men to be 
<< tempted above what they are able ; He tells 
them they need not be follicitous, what An- 
“<< fwer to make ; For the holy Ghoft fhould teach 
“© them in that hour, and He bimfelf would give 
them @ mouth and wifdom, which all their ad- 
verfaries fhould uot be able to gainfay or vefift ; 

Luke xii. 11. and xxi. 14. : 


74 
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“° A third fenfe, wherein the word grace is 
fometimes made ufe of in the New TZefta- 
ment, is to exprefs fuch moral virtues, as are 
the effects of men’s being influenced by the 
{piritual motives of the Go/pe/ ; and the pra- 
tice of which preferves men in the favour 
of God, and recommends them to his graci- 
ous acceptance. 'Thus Eph. iv. 29. Let no cor- 
rupt comuiunication proceed out of your mouth, 
but that which is good to the ufe of edifying ; 
that it may minifier grace unto the bearers ; 


that is, that it may promote the practice of 
virtue in the world. 
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“* Another fignification of the word grace in 
Scripture, is to exprefs that merciful Accep- 
tance of repentance and amendment, whereby 
God is pleafed, not out of any obligation of 
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“* jufice, but in gracious goodne/s, to reftore men 
‘< to his favour. In this fenfe, St. Paul fays 
“© C1 Cor. xv. 9.) of bimfelf, I am not meet to 
** be called an Apofile, becaufe I perfecuted the 
** Church of God: But by the grace of God, (that 
** is, by his gractous acceptance of my fincere 
** intentions, ) J am what I am. 

‘* And hence, in the /af place, the Go/pel 
“* gtfelf, as being the great and ffandiug Decla- 
<< ration of Goed’s Mercy and Goodne/s towards 
‘* men, fhown forth in the free pardon and for- 
<¢ givene/s of fin, upon the gracious terms of 
‘* repentance and amendment ; Hence the Go- 
“© (pel itfelf, Ifay, is in the New Teftament ve- 
‘* ry frequently meant by this phrafe, The grace 
** of God. Thus Col. i. 6. Since the day ye beard 
“* of it, and knew the grace of God in truth: 
‘¢ That is, from the time ye were inftruéted in 
** the Dodtrine of the Gofpel. And 2 Theff- ii. 
“© 16. Our Lord Fefus Chrift bimfelf, and God 
“© even our Father, bath given us good 
“* hope through grace ; that is, through the gra- 
“* cious promifes of the Gofpel.” 








When the word was thus explain’d; not ina 
pedantic manner; not in fuch a way, as if the 
Doétor were difplaying bis own Learning and 
Reading ; but fo as would make his Audience 
perfectly enter intd the meaning of the expref- 
fion, and make every bonef? man acquainted with 
the zutent of the infpired writers ; Then the 
Doétor proceeds to enquire, ‘* If God defigned 
‘* by the gracious terms of the Gofpel, to bring 
‘© ail men to.Salvation ; how comes the extent 
‘© of it to be confined within fo narrow a com- 
** pafs, and the effec? of it to be in experience 
66 {o 
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fo inconfiderable, even where in profeffion it 
feems to have univerfally prevail’d ? The an- 


fwer to this, is ; That in all mora/ matters, 


the zuteution or defign of God, never fignifies 
Cas it does always in natural things) an 7n- 
tention of the event, actually and neceffarily 
to be accomplifh’d ; but (which alone is con- 


‘ fiftent with the nature of moral things,) an 


sutention ot all the means, neceffary on bis 
part, to the putting that event into the pow- 


‘ er of the proper and immediate Agents. For 


inftance : With ¢utention that al men fhould 
a€t rea/onably, God indues them with the fa- 
culty of natural reajon. 'The event, whether 
after this they will “att reafonably or no, muft 
depend. upon their own choice and care: Bee 
caufle the very faculty or power ot acting rea- 
fonably, does neceffarily and effentially include 
in it a power of acting likewile unrea/onally. 
The cafe is the very fame, with ref{pect to 


‘ the method of bringing men to Salvation by 


the Gofpel. God has commanded the Gofpel 
to be preach’d to the whole world The mer- 
ciful condztzons, and the gracious means and 
affifiances of the Gofpel, are fufficient to bring 
all men to Salvation; except fuch as either 
wilfully rejeéz it, when fairly and reafonably 
propofed to them; or who profeffing to em- 
brace it, yet obey it not. For, as for thofe to 
whom it was either never at all, or (which 
is much the fame thing, ) never reafonably 
preach’d, their cafe is exactly the fame with 
regard tothe Go/pe/, as the cafe of /uch others 
is with regard to natural reafon, who either 
totally or in great meafure want that natural 
‘* faculty.” 
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I have given this as aSpecimen of Dr. Clarke’s 
accurate and inftructive way of preaching, from 
the Jaf Sermon I read: But every one of them 
is equally entertaining. 

This Colleétion of Sermons will plainly have 
one advantage (I think) above ali others, at 
leaft, above all others that J kuow of; ‘That from 
the Doctor’s peculiar exa€tnefs in the Scripture 
Language and Phrafeology, and from his mau- 
ner of a a vaft number of parallel pla- 
ces, and by that means fitting out their mean- 
ing ; when the whole is finifh’d, we fhall have 
an exact and true Comment upon many thou- 
fand ‘Texts of Scripture. The citing of a text, 
in which any particular expreffion occurs, has 
frequently given the Doctor an opportunity of 
explaining it more fully : and his manuer of do- 
ing this, is fo entertaining and inftructive ; and 
fuch hints are given, for the explication of paf- 
fages which are not cited ; that provided a com- 
pleat Index of Texts, as well as of Zhings were 
made, (as tis hoped the Editor will colleét,) 
thefe Sermons will be a compleat Treafure, 
which every good Textuary will refort to; and 
which will fupply him with the beft means to 
underftand the Scriptures, that ever yet appear’d 

in the world. 


Having above * hinted, that Dr. Clarke ge- 
nerally chofe his Zexts he preach’d upon, pretty 
much out of the common traét; and alw ays il- 
luftrated all the parallel Texts, that occurr’d in 
holy Writ, from Genefis to the Revelations, that 
bail any the leaft relation or affinity with the 
Text he chofe for the fubject of his Difcourfe ; 
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It may not perhaps be unacceptable to moft 
Readers, to fee here fubjoin’d the feveral Texts 
he made choice of for this purpofe ; which there- 
fore take as follow. 


SERMONS contain’d in the Fir? Volume. 


Sermo. I. Of Faith in God. 


Heb. xi. 6. But without faith, it is impoffible to 
pleafe bim : For be that cometh to God, muft be- 
lieve that be is, and that he is a rewarder of 
thens that diligently feek bim. 


II, II. Of the Unity of God. 


Matt. iv. ro. latter part. Zhou fhalt worfhip the 
Lord thy God, and him only flalt thou ferve. 


IV. Of the Eternity of God. 


Rev. i. 8. Lam Alpba and Omega, the begin- 
ning and the ending, faith the Lord ; which is, 
and which was, and which is to come, the Al- 
mighty. 


V, VI. Of the Spirituality of God. 


Joh. iv. 24. God is a Spirit, and they that wor- 
jbip bim, muft worfbip bim in (pirit and in truth. 


VII. Of tbe Immutability of God. 
Mal. iii. 6. For Iam the Lord; I change not. 


VIII. Of the Omniprefence of God. 


1 Kings vill. 27. But will God indeed dwell on the 
earth? bebold, the beaven, and beaven of bea- 
wens, cannot contain thee 
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IX, X. Of the Omnipotence of God. 


Pfal. cxlvii. 5. Great is our Lord, and great is 
bis power. 


XI. Of the Omnifcience of God. 


Job xxxvii. 16. laft part. Of bim that is per- 
fect in knowledge. 


XII, XII. Of the Wifdom of God. 


Col. ii. 3. In whom are bid all the treafures of 
wi{dom. 


XIV. Of the Goodnefs of God. 


Pfal. cxlv. 9. he Lord is good to all; and bis 
tender mercies are over all bis works. 


XV. Of the Patience of God. 


Fcclef. viii. 11. Becaufe fentence againft an evil 
work ts not executed (peedily, therefore the heart 
of the fons of men is fully fet in them to do evil. 


XVI, XVII. Of the Juftice of God. 


Job xxxiv. 10, 11,12. Therefore hearken uiuto 
me, ye men of underfanding: Far be it frome 
God, that be fhould do wickedue/s ; and from the 
Almighty, that he foould commit iniquity, &c. 


Vou. IL 


Sexo. I, Il. Of the Glory of God. 


1 Cor. x. 31. Whether therefore ye eat or drink, or 
whatfoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 


Il. 
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IIL Of God’s being the Father of Mankind. 


Matt. xxiii. 9. And call no man your father upon 
the earth : For one is your Father, which is in 
heaven. 


IV, Of being the Children of God. 
Rom. viii. 16,17. Zhe Spirit itfelf beareth wit- 
ne{s with our {pirit, that we are the children of 
God: And if children, then heirs ; beits of God, 
and joint-heirs with Chrift. 


V. Of Loving God. 

Matt. xxii. 37, 38. Fefus faid unto him, Thou 
foalt love the Lord thy God, with all thy beart, 
and with all thy foul, and with all thy mind : 
This is the firft and great commandment. 





VI. Of the Fear of God. 


Job xxiii. 15. Therefore am I troubled at bis pre- 
fence: When Iconfider, Iam afraid of bim. 


VII. Of the Wifdom of being Religious. 


Prov. ix. 10, 11. The fear of the Lord is the be- 
ginning of wifdom, aud the knowledge of the Holy 
is underftanding : For by me thy days fhall be mul- & 
tiplied, and the years of thy life fball be increafed. : 


VIIL. Of imitating the Holinefs of God. 


1 Pet. i. 15, 16. But as be which bath called you, 
is boly ; fo be ye boly, in ali manner of conver- 
fation: Becaufe it is written, Be ye boly, for 
I am boly. 
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IX, X. Of the Love of God towards Sinners. 
Joh. iii. 16. For God fo loved the world, that he 
gave his only-begotten Son, that whofoever be- 
lieveth in him, foould not perifo, but bave ever- 


lafting life. 


XI. Of Believing in God. 


Rom. iv. 3. Abrabam believed God, aud it was 
counted unto bim for righteoufue/s. 


XII. Of the Grace of God. 


Tit. ii. 11, 12, For the grace of God, that bring- 
eth falvation; bath appeared to all men: teach- 
ing us, that denying ungodline/s and worldly Iuf}s, 
we fbould live foberly, righteoufly and godly, Zi 
this prefent world. 


XIN, XIV. Of the Grace of God. 


Phil. ii. latter part of ver. 12. and ver.13. Work 
out your own (alvation with fear and trembling : 
For it is God which worketh iu you, both to wil! 
aud to doy of bis good pleafure. 


XV. Of the Kingdom of God. 
| ‘Matt. vi. 10. ZLby kingdom come. 


XVI, XVII. Of the Kingdom of God. 


i Matt. vi. 33. Bat feck ye firft the kingdom of God, 
aud his righteou{uefs, and all thefe things fhall 
. ' be added uuto you. 





: Vou. IIl. 
Ser. I. Of the Liberty of Moral Agents. 
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Joh. viii. 32. And ye Shall know the truth, and the 
truth foall make you free. 


Il. A virtuous Mind the beft Help to under- 
ftand true Religion. 


Dan. xii. ro. latter part.—And none of the wicked 
fbali underftand ; but the wife foall underfiand. 


III. The practice of Morality leads to the 
practice of the Gofpel. 


Joh. vi. 44. No man can come to me, except the 
Father which bas fent me, draw bim. 


IV. The Character of a good Man. 


Gen. xviil. 19. For I know bim, that be will come 
mand bis children, and bis boufbold after bim, 
aud they foall keep the way of the Lord, and do 
quftice and judgment. 


V. The Nature of Human Aétions. 


Luke xi. 35. Take heed therefore, that the light 
which zs in thee be not darkne/s. 


VI. How to judge of moral Aétions. 
Luke vi. 44. For every tree is known by bis own 
fruit : for of thorns men do not gather figs, nor 
of a bramble-bufb gather they grapes. 


VII. The Nature of Religious Truths. 


2 Tim. ii. 25. In meekne/s inftrutting thofe that 
oppofe themfelves, if God peradventure will give 
them repentance, to the acknowledging of the 
truth. 


VIII. 
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VIII. Of Chrift’s calling Sinners to Repen- 
tance. 
Mark ii. 17. When Fefus beard it, be {aid unto 
them, They that are whole have no need of the 


phyfician, but they that are fick : I came not to 
call the righteous, but finners to repentance. 


IX. The Excellency of moral Qualifications. 


Adts xi. 24. For be was a good man, and full of 
the holy Ghoft. 


X, XI. Of Humility. 


Luke xiv. 11. For whofoever exalteth bimfelf, foalt 
be abafed ; and be that bumbleth bimfelf, {bait 
be exalted. 


XII. Of Poverty of Spirit. 


Matt. v. 3. Bleffed are the poor in fpirit ; for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 


XI, XIV. Of the Virtue of Charity. 


1Cor. xiii. 3. And though I beftow all my goods to 
feed the poor, and though I give my body to be 
burned, and bave not charity, it profiteth me 
nothing. 


: XV. ‘The Nature of Relative Duties. 


Col. iii. 20, 21, 22. Children, obey your parents 
in all things ; for this is well-pleafing unto the 
Lord. Fathers, provoke not your children to an- 
ger, left they be difcouraged. Servants, obey in 
all things your mafters according to the fle/b. 





JuLy 1730, B XVI. 
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XVI. The Inconfiftency of the Love of God, 
with the Love of the World. 
Joh. 11. 15. Love not the world, neither the things 
that are in the world : If any man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him. 


XVII. The Folly of mocking at Sin. 
Prov. xiv. 9. Fools make a mock at fin. 


Vou. IV. 


Sermo. I, II. Of that Belief which is necef- 
{ary to Baptifm. 
Mark xvi. 16. He that believeth and is baptized, 
fall be faved ; but be that believeth not, foal 
be danined. 


Ili. The Defign and End of Baptifm is New= 

nefs of Life. 

Rom. vi. 3,4. Kuow ye not, that fo many of us as 
were baptized into Fefus Chrift, were baptized 
guto his death ¢ Therefore we are buried with 
him by baptifim into death, &c. 


Iv. Of being baptized into the Name of any 
Perfon. 
1 Cor. i. 13. ——-Or were ye baptized in the 
name of Paul ¢ 


V, VI. The Nature, End and Defign of the 
Holy Communion. 

t Cor. xi. 25. After the fame manner alfo be took 

the Cup, when be had jupped, faying , This Cup 
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the New Teftament in my blood - This do ye as 
oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. 


VII. On the fame Subjeé. 


1 Cor. xi. 25. latter part. This do, as oft as 
ye drink it, in remembrance of mie. 





VIII. bid. 


iCor. xi. 27. Wherefore, whofoever fhall eat this 
bread, and drink this cup of the Lord unworthily, 
Shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 


IX, X, XI. Of the Catholick Church of Chrift. 


Heb. xii. 22,23. But ye are come unto mount Sion, 
and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly 


Ferufalem, and to an inuumerable company of 
Angels, &e. 


XII. Of the Number of thofe that fhall be faved. 


Rev. iii. 4. Thou baft a few names even in Sardis, 
that bave not defiled their garments ; and they 
fball walk with me in white: for they are 
wortby. 


XIII. The Qualification of thofe that thall 
be faved. 


Rev. iii. 4. Thou haft a few names, &e. 


XIV. ‘That the Terms of Salvation are offer’d 
to all men. 


Rev. ii. 29. He that bath an ear, let him bears 
what the Spirit faith unto the Churches. 
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XV. The Qualifications neceffary to receive 
the Terms of Salvation. 


Rev. ii. 29. He that bath an ear, &c. 


XVI. Mens not accepting the Terms of Sal- 
vation, is from themfelves. 


Rev. ii. 29. He that bath an ear, &c. 


XVII. Of the nature of true Chriftian Zeal. 
Rev. iii. 15, 16. I know thy works, that thou art 
neither cold, nor bot : I would thou wert cold or 
bot. So then, becaufe thou art lukewarm, and 
neither cold uor bot, I will {pue thee out of my 
mouth. 


Thefe were the particular Texts and Sub- 
jets, the Doétor chofe to preach upon, that 
are contained in the four firft Volumes already | 
publifh’d ; and we fhall continue to give an ac- 
count of the others included in the fix laft, as 
foon as they are printed off. And fuch was the 
peculiar and original manner of his preaching 
and treating thofe Subjects, as defcribed above. 
To which we fhall now add, before we finith 
this head, fome other particulars relating to his 
manner of preaching, taken notice of by the 
Bifhop, in his Account of his Life, Writings 
and Character, prefix’d to the firft Volume, 
that have not been yet mention’d. 


The Bifhop, in pag. 11. there, tells us, that 
“° his preaching at firft was without Notes; 
“* and fo continued till he was Reéfor of St. 
“° Fames’s: A method, in which he was pecu- 
$° jiarly happy ; not by trufting to his memory 
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“¢ entirely, and {peaking a Sermon compofed 
“¢ before, in which fome have excelled ; nor 
“ by heating himfelf gradually into any fort of 
“¢ paffion, to which otbers have owed all their 
“* fluency of Language ; but by a certain ftrength 
** and coolnefs of Head, which could not eafi- 
“* ly be furprized or deceived ; and a certain 
** faculty of Expreffion, which was hardly ever 
“* at a lofs for plain and proper words. But as 
*¢ foon as the late Queen prefented him to the 
** Rectory of St. Fames’s, and he was fettled 
“* in that parifh, he left off his former way of 
“¢ preaching without the affiftance of Notes ; 
“* and made it one of his chief ftudies to com- 
“* pofe, and write down, as accurate Serious 
“© as he could. Not, as I believe, becaufe he 
** could not proceed in the former method, 
“* with a copioufnefs of good fenfe and clear 
“* expreffion, which the nobleft Audience might 
“* with pleafure have attended to ; but chiefly, 
“° becaufe from that time it became his refolu- 
** tion to prepare his Sermons in fuch a man- 
“‘ ner, that they might hereatter be as ufeful 
“* from the pre/s, as he wifh’d them then to be 
** from the pulpit.” 


And happy was it, not only for that parifh, 
that more immediately enjoy’d the fruits of his 
labours, than which as no place was more de- 
ferving of a perfon of his great talents and ca- 
pacity ; nor any other poft and ftation fo pro- 
per, for fuch abilities to exert themfelves in, 
for the good of mankind, as the principal pa- 
rifh of the Metropolis of the firft Proteftant and 
Chriftian Kingdom: I fay, happy was it, not 
only for that parifh, where his chief refidence 
was, but for the whole Chriftian world, $that 
B 3 ever 
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ever he was fix’d in fo remarkable a fcene of 
action, which placed him {fo immediately and 


directly in the view of fo many of the greateft 
and nobieft part of our world ; this being the 
occafion of his making it one of his chief ftu- 
dies to compofe, and write down as accurate 
Difcourfes and Sermons, on all the feveral do- 
€trines and duties both of natural and reveal’d 
Religion as he could, and of their being now 
publifhed to the world. 
_ And as this was a fubjet worthy fuch a ge- 
nius and underftanding, fo it was a province, for 
which if ever any one was peculiarly fitted by 
natural parts and learning, He was the Man. 
And this he generally perform’d in fuch a man- 
ner, as during the whole courfe of his Miniftry, 
(which lafted there above twenty years, ) at 
once both to furprize and inftru€t even his moft 
underftanding hearers. He here far exceeded the 
expectations, even of thofe who knew him e- 
nough to expect the greateft things from him ; 
and laid the foundations of true Religion too 
deep and ftrong, ever to be fhaken, by all the 
weak and faint attempts of either Iijfidelity or 
Saperfition : And on whatever fubject he dif- 
coursd, whether it was of a moral, or a more 
fpeculative nature, practical or polemical, rati- 
onal or critical, he always treated it with fuch 
a fuperiority of fenfe, ftrength of reafoning, 
and perfpicuity of expreffion, as greatly recom- 
mended both the Preacher and the fubject, to 
all who heard him ; And even upon the moft 
perplex’d and abftrufe topicks, fuch into which 
all the fubtilties and querks of Metaphyficks and 
the fophiftry of the Schools had enter’d, and 
thrown their ufual-obfcurity and intricacy ; He 
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foon diffipated the darknefs, and clear’d away 
this rubbifh of confufion, by introducing a lan- 
guage that could be underftood, and clothing 
the cleareft ideas in plain and proper exprefli- 
ons, and ufing no word but what is intelligible 
to every one, who is at all verfed in fuch fub- 
jects. And thus it is his Great Genius ap- 
pears, in bringing all the light and evidence 
upon every argument he treats, which the na- 
ture of it will admit, and producing all that can 
juftly be faid upon every topick ; and this with 
fuch a fpirit of clearnefs and demonftration, 
with fuch a fluency and purity of expreffion, as 
is no where elfe to be found. This muft make 
every wife and good Chriftian, and indeed eve- 
ry intelligent Reader (whatever his perfuafion 
is, if he has any the leaft love or efteem for truth 
and virtue, for God or goodnefs lett in him ) 
greatly rejoice, that fuch an incident or provi- 
dence rather happen’d, as his being placed in fo 
remarkable a fcene of action, and confpicuous 
a ftation in life, that could incline and deter- 
mine him to ufe that great variety and plenty 
of ftrong reafoning, and all that curious and un- 
common criticifm and learning, of which he 
was fo great a mafter, that fine train of 
thought and fpeculation, upon even the moft 
abftract and fublime fubje¢ts, in which he 
fo peculiarly fhin’d and excell’d, as runs 
through thofe difcourfes and compofitions, as 
being made to one of the greateft and nobleft 
Audiences in the Chriftian world; every fuch 
one, indeed, will efteem them an ineftimable 


_ and facred Treafure ; as containing much the 


beft fyftem of all the principles and duties both 
of uatural and reveal’d Religion, of {peculative, 


polemical, and practical Theology, with all the 
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true ftrength of that pure genuine, original 
force and evidence, upon which alone they can 
ftand, that ever yet appear’d in the world ; and 
which whenever they are removed from fuch a 
foundation, or feparated from fuch an alliance 
with reafon and uncorrupted nature, as they 
are here fo {ftri€tly and clofely connected with, 
will not long fubfift in the belief of underftand- 
ing perfons, after fuch a fatal and unnatural a 
feparation. And therefore, What God bas joined 
togetber, let no man put afunder. 
And I am perfuaded, that whoever examines 
this matter with due attention, will find that 
what he has wrote upon the feveral Subjects 
contained in thefe Difcourfes, Cif we take in 
the fix following Volumes, and the three 
others of Sermons he himfelf publifh’d during 
his life-time, with the Controverfies between 
him and Mr. Dodwell, Mr. Collins, &c.) com- 
prehends all that either the Ancients or Mo- 
derns before him had faid well, upon any mo- 
ral or divine fubjeét ; and adds {till much more 
evidence to them, than ever clearly appear’d be- 
fore ; they muft therefore laft as long as either 
any fenfe or language continues, to convey 
them to future ages; and for ever remain 
the ftandard of the ftrongeft and jufteft rea- 
foning, the happieft and cleareft expreffion, 
that ever yet appear’d in the world. And 
when each topick is ranged under its pro- 
per head, and placed in that due fubordination 
and connexion they naturally have one upon 
another, €as nothing is more eafy to do, and 
may foon be perform’d by the means of a gene- 
ral Scheme or Index, drawn up for this purpofe 
after the whole is publifh’d ;}) All will appear 
then one beautiful and regular building, erected 
upon 
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upon the ftrongeft and moft unmoveable foun- 
dations ; and rifing up from one ftage to ano- 
ther, with equal ftrength, grace and dignity ; 
the whole executed in the beft tafte, and ina 
mafterly and fuperior manner. 


Taking a review of thefe Sermons, brought 
to my mind a paflage I remember to have heard 
feveral years ago from a young Clergyman, 
after a Vifit he had made Dr. Clarke; which 
then I own a little furprized me, tho’ convin- 
ced of the great juftnefs and ufe of the obfer- 
vation fince: When, among other things, he 
had ask’d the Doétor his Advice about his Stu- 
dies, and particularly as to -Preaching ; One of 
the direftions he then gave him, I remember, 
was, “* Not to give himfelf the trouble.of com- 
‘ pofing a great number of Sermons, upon 
*‘ many and various fubjects ; but rather to 
“* confine himfelf to a few felect Difcourfes, 
** on the great and weighty points of the Chri- 
“¢ fian Revelation: But then, each time he 
“‘ went over the fame Difcourfe again, ftill to 
*¢ jabour, polifh and improve it fo much, as 
“* that it fhould feem rather a new Difcourfe, 
than the repetition of a former one ; till at 
** jaft it was wrought to the utmoft degree 

° of perfection he could give it, or the fub- 

« a was Capable of.” ‘This certainly was ex- 
cellent Advice, tho’ I doubt very contrary to 
the general ufe and practice ; and what I am 
perfuaded, muft have been the Doétor’s con- 
{tant way, in the general courfe of his preach- 
ing: For no genius, not the greateft of the 
age, could ever at any one time, or in the firft 
heat of compofition, work up a difcourfe to 
that pitch of accuracy and perfection, as we 
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find every one of thefe now appear in ; where 
we always perceive, every thing foreign and iu- 
perfluous to the point in hand, ftiil cut off; and 
all faid, that is neceffary or effential, with all 
that propriety, fluency, and purity of expref- 
fion the fubjeét will admit of. A wonderful and 
happy talent this! And of which perhaps there 
is no fuch example. 

What added torce to his preaching, and in- 
ftructive difcourfes, was, His own wnblameable 
Example, and perfonal Conduét, in all the du- 
ties of a Man, and a Chriftian. His Piety was 
manly and unaffected ; built upon the moft fo- 
lid grounds, and free from all pomp and fhew. 
The Charity of his.temper and good-will was as 
extenfive as the whole rational Creation of God. 
The Charity of his affiftance and beneficence, as 
extenfive as the Circumftances of his Family 
would prudently admit. His Love of the reli- 
gious and civil Liberties of Mankind, was a ru- 
ling and powerful principle in his heart and 
practice. Ina word, his Mora/s, from the firft 
of his days, to the laft, were without reproach. 
There was an Innocence and Inoffenfivenefs re- 
markable thro’ his whole behaviour : And his 
life, when he came into the view of the world, 
was an ornament and firength to that Religion, 
which his pez had fo admirably defended : And 
particularly in chat ftation, where his chief re- 
fidence lay ; and that placed him in the more 
immediate obfervation of many of the greateft 
and nobleft part of our world ; how he conduct- 
ed himfelf for above twenty years; what an un- 
difturbed Unanimity there was between him, and 
all his parifhioners, thro” the whole time ; what 
his Preaching, and what his Couver/ation were 5 
how inftru@tive oth, and how acceptable, to 
als 
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all of every fort and party into which we are 
diftinguifh’d ; Let them teftity, who \ were Ey¢ 
witneffes and Ear-witnefles to them: who ‘al 


equally rejoiced in his dz/courfes and in his pre- 


fence wh hilft he was alive ; and erage lamented 


their own lofs, at his death ; and who thercin 

fuftained as great a Lo/s, and (let me be permit- 
ted to fay it) the World thereby left deftitute of 
as bright a Light, and as mafterly a Teacher of 


Truth and Virtue, as ever yet appear’d amongtt 
us, 


Thus far we have confider’d the Doftor as a 
Preacher only : But in the Elog7um that was pub- 
lifhed of him in this Journal, laft ‘Zu/y was twelve- 
month, in Art. IV. p. §3. there, all the other 
parts of the Dottor’s Character were particu- 
larly confider’d, with all that agreeable and pe- 
culiar grace and modefty, in which he lived: 
Yet fince the Bifhop, in his prefatory Di/cour/e 
to his Sermons, has mention’d fome particulars 
omitted there, as alfo put feveral parts of his 
life and character there mention’d, in a much 
{ftronger and more beautiful light ; ’twere a tree 
{pafs againft our Readers, and a fin againft 
the publick, efpecially the learned world in 
foreign countries (‘where thefe papers may 
perhaps be more generally read, than Engli(l) 
Sermons) to omit relating them here ; as what 
may juftly be thought a proper Supplement, and 
noble Continuation of the other Article ; and 
both taken together, may perhaps help the 
world to form a tolerable juft idea of this ex- 
traordinary perfon. 


“* He was a perfon of a natural genius g eXx- 
‘* cellent enough to have placed him in the fu- 
** perior 





&¢ 


























Cc 
74 
&¢ 
€¢ 
éc¢ 
6 
€¢ 
a4 
€< 
€¢ 
€¢ 
c< 
€¢ 
c¢ 
&¢ 
é¢ 
&¢ 
€¢ 
&¢ 
€¢ 


&¢ 


——————— a _ ™ 7 aa 
re eee. > x - os = s = ~ 
° =~ Se a eS eee 


€< 
I Para 
&¢ 


4 GG 
rt 

1 

» hs 3 

a 


;' 

66 
ow 

4 x4 
’ 

: ec 
; 

} 74 
74 
the é< 


{4+ 7 








22 The Prefent State of Art. 1. 


perior rank of Men, without the acquire- 
ments of Learning : and of Learning enough, 
to have render’d a much lefs comprehenfive 
genins very confiderable in the eyes of the 
world. But in him they were both united, 
to fuch a degree, that thofe who were of his 
intimate acquaintance, knew not which to 
admire moft. The firft ftrokes of know- 
ledge, in fome of its branches, feem’d to be 
little lefs than watural to him: For they ap- 
peard to lie right in his mind, as foon as 
any thing could appear ; and to be the very 
fame which afterwards grew up with him 
into perfection, as the ftrength and cultiva- 
tion of his mind increafed. He had one 
happinefs very rarely known amongft the 
greateft Men, That his memory was almoft 
equal to his judgment : which is as great a 
character as can well be given of it. It did 
not indeed appear in trifles; nor in every 
part of knowledge: But in thofe particularly 
which regarded the claflical and pureft wri- 
ters of the Ancients ; or any part of real 
and experimental philofophy, as well as what 
can truly be called Theology, it was furprie 
zingly excellent ; and of wonderful ufe to 
him, through all his fludies, and all his con- 
verfation. 


‘* In Divinity, it was his great aim to fettle 
beyond all contradi€tion what muft be the 
fupport of true Religion ; and then to fhew 
the evidences for what muft rely upon that 
fupport. ‘The neceffary Exiftence of One on- 
ly GOD, and the impoffibility of the Exz- 


fience of more than One, he juftly efteem’d 


as the foundation of all. This neceffary Unity 
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of the Supreme Being appears throughout 
his writings to have been ever uppermoft in 
his thoughts: A fubje¢t, which, tho’ often 
excellently handled, and made as evident as 
any arguments and illuftrations a2 pofferiort 
could make it ; yet had never, I think, be- 
fore his time, been attempted in the way 
of firié? demonfiration a priori: which cer- 
tainly is the ftrongeft, and therefore, the 
moft defirable of aZ proofs, where it can be 
had. He undertook the task: and many of 
the beft judges, after a great deal of confide- 
ration, have allow’d that he has executed it 
in a mafterly and fatisfactory manner: with 
fo much Evidence indeed, as generally to 
convince thofe who are capable of entring in- 
to this fort of queftions. I fay, generally ; 
becaufe I am fenfible, There are fome very 
underftanding perfons, who do not yet fee 
this Evidence {o clearly as others do. 


© In Morakty, It was his great and princi- 
pal View to do lafting Service to the eternal 
obligations of Virtue ; that is, of every in- 
{tance of practice and conduct towards Gop, 
our Neighbour, and ourfelves, which refults 
from the nature and relations of things: and 
this he has done in the plaineft and moft 
intelligible manner. 


©© In the Caufe of Chriftianity he labour’d as 
fincerely ; and, with the fame clearnefs and 
ftrength, produced and illuftrated a// the E- 
vidences peculiar to zt: Not indeed confider- 
ing it, as it has been taught in th¢ Schools 


or Difcourfes of modern ages; but as it lies 
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in the New Leftament icfelf, And let every 
man of fenfe be judge, with how much wi/- 
dom, and in how Chriftian a method, he con- 
ftantly proceeded, in treating of all fuch fub- 


jects as were matters of mere Revelation. 


He did not here, as moft before him gene- 
rally had done, retire into his clofet, and fet 
himfelf to invent and forge a plaufible bypo- 
thefis, which might fit eafy upon his own 
mind. He had not recourfe to abftraét and 
metapbyfical reafonings, to cover or patronize 
any Sy/tem he might have embraced before. 
But, as a Chriftian, he laid open the 7zz/pi- 
ved Writings betore him. He fearch’d out 
every Text, in which mention was made of 
the /ubject he treated. He accurately exa- 
mined the meaning of the words ufed about 
it; and by the beft rules of Grammar and 
Critique, and by his skill in Language, he en- 
deavour’d to fix plainly what was declared 
concerning the head he treated of ; and what 
was of. And what he thought he had dif- 
cover’d to be the truth, this he publifhed as 
the Chriftian Revelation, in all its beauti- 
ful, original purity and fimplicity, firft from 
the pulpit, and now from the pre/s. 

‘© And throughout a// this, as his fir? prin 
ciple was the Unity of GO D, which he efteem- 
ed the only guard againft Idolatry, as well as 
the dafis of all moral Obedience ; fo, next 
to this, nothing feem’d to be more ftrong 
within him, than his inclination to fettle the 
true Notions of Neceffity and Liberty in what 
he called aézzon. ‘This he has done in a ves 
ry convincing manner ; and at the fame time 
demonftrated, beyond all reafonable doubt, 
© that 
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‘* that Freedom of aé¢ion in man, which only 
“<“* can make him at all accountable to his Crea- 
“* tor, asa Fudge of his behaviour. Such was 
‘* the Courie he ran, in the Caufe of that Re- 
‘* Jigion, which alone can be ftiled worthy of 
‘“* GOD to propofe, or of Man to embrace! 


n 


When he went down to Cambridge, to take 


his degree of Doctor in Divinity, (which he 


did foon after he was made Retr of St. 


‘James’s,) and propofed his two queftions, ac- 


cording to cuftom ; he performed a long pub- 
lick Exercife upon them; the memory of which 
will, I believe, remain, and be deliver’d down 
from one Succeffion of the Learned in that Uni- 
verfity to another. The queftions were thefe : 


I. Nullum Fidei Chriftiane Dogma, in S. Scrip- 
turis traditum, eft Retie Rationi diffenta- 
NEU. 


Il. Sine Actionum bhumanarum Libertate nulla 
poteft effe Religzo. 


The Royal Profeffor of Divinity, Dr. Fames, 
who was a learned, ready, and very acute Difpu- 
ter, exerted himfelf, beyond what was his com- 
mon practice, in order to oppofe and try him 
to the utmoft. By the help of a great memo- 
ry, and fluency of words, and a certain knack 
in the art of difputing, he firft went into a long 
Examination of Dr. Clarke’s Thefis, ( which was 
an elaborate Difcourfe upon the former of thefe 
two gueftions,) fifting every part of it with the 
ftri€teft nicety ; and afterwards prefs’d him with 
all the force of Sy//ogé/m, in its various forms, 
thro’ 
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thro’ the courfe of the Dz/putation. Here was 
an Adverfary worthy of fuch a Refpondent. To 
the former Dr. Clarke made an extempore Reply, 
in a continued Difcourfe for near half an hour : 
in which, without any hefitation either for 
Thoughts or for Language, he took off the force 
of all that the Profeffor had faid, in fuch a man- 
ner, that many of the Auditors declared them- 
felves aftonifhed ; and own’d that, if, they had 
not been within fight of him, they fhould have 
fuppofed him to have read every word of this 
Reply out of a paper. After this, through the 
courfe of the /yllogiftical Difputation, he guard- 
ed fo well againft the arts, which the Profeffor 
was matter of in perfection ; He replied fo rea- 
dily to the greateft difficulties that fuch an 
Objector could propofe ; and prefs’d upon the 
Profeffor fo clofe and fo hard with his Anfwers, 
clear and intelligible to a// ; that perhaps never 
was fuch a conflict heard in thofe Schoojs ; never 
fuch a difputation kept up for fo long a time with 
fuch Spirit; nor ever any, which ended with 
greater, if equal honour, to the Re/pondent. The 
Profeffor himfelf, who was a Man of Humour as 
well as Learning, faid to him aloud, towards the 
end of the difputation, Profecio, Me probe exacu- 
ifii: which I hardly know how to interpret to 
the Engli/b Reader, unlefs by a phrafe of a low 
kind, Jn truth you have thoroughly rubb’d me up. 
This was look’d upon as a very high compliment, 
in his humorous way of {peaking And the learn- 
ed members of that body, who had with pleafure 
attended to every part of the whole di{putations 
went away difcourfing to one another of the va-= 
ufual Entertainment they had had in the Schools; 
not a little pleafed with fuch an ornament to 
their 
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their own Univerfity : and admiring particular- 
ly, that after an abfence of fo many years, and 
a long courfe of bufinefs of quite another na- 
ture, they heard him now handling the fub- 
jects he undertook, in fuch a mafterly manner, 
as if this fort of Academical exercife had been 
his conftant employment ; and with fuch an eafy 
fluency and propriety of expreffion, as if he had 


. been accuftom’d, thro’ this whole time, to no 


other Language in Converfation but Latin. 


But tho’ Divinity, and the ftudies peculiar 
to his profeffion, were his great employment ; 
yet this did not hinder his genius from fhewing 
itfelf in other forts of Learning, worthy of a 
Man, and of a Chriftian. And particularly, in 
the midft of all his orher labours, he ftill found 
time to fhew his regard to the Mathematical 
and Phyfical ftudies, and his exact knowledge 
and skill in them. For thefe indeed he had a 
fort of natural affection and capacity ; which 
were greatly improved by the particular Friend- 
fhip ot the incomparable Sir I/aac Newton ; whofe 
Death only put an end to it; and by the light 
communicated to him from his writings and 
converfation. And both in Natural philofcpby, 
and the Mathematical knowledge neceflary to it, 
amidft all his other employments, he excell’d ; 
as if thefe had been his darling ftudy. Not that 
he could poffibly find time himfelf to make all 
the proper Experiments, or neceffary Calculati- 
ons. But he had that happinefs of genius, by 
which he immediately comprehended what coft 


‘ others a great deal of pains; and fuch a faculty 


of judging of any new Syfems, or Prepofitions, 
from what he knew certainly before ; and thefe 
fupported by a Memory which hardly ever failed 
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him upon thefe fubjects ; that he was efteem’d 
by the Connoifearss to be one of the beft Judges, 
to apply to, for a quick determination about the 
force or failure of any arguments, or appearing 
demonftrations, in thefe ftudies. 


His critical Skill in the learned Languages, 
was like the gift of Nature; fo ftrong and fo 
eafy in him, that it appear’d plainly, to what 
a wide extent this would have gone, had not his 
other affairs and ftudies put a neceflary ftop to 
what he was fo exquifitely framed for. Great 
as the impediments were ; we fee, his memory 
and his judgment in this part of Learning were 
{fo ftrong and powerful, that they fhone through 
them all in a few inftances ; and thefe, fuffici- 
ent to make all Men of Letters wifh that he 
could have {pent more of his time this way, 
both in the facred, and profane Authors. It 
is for his honour to obferve, that he made this 
critical Skill fubfervient to the Caufe of Reli- 
g7on, as well as wee Learning ; and gave a no- 
ble fpecimen of applying it to the difcovery of 
the true meaning of words and phrafes ufed in 
the facred Writings : without which, we do but 
wander in the dark, when we pretend to {peak 
upon many of the /ubjects contained in thofe 
Books. 

As much as has been faid already of his Ex~ 
cellencies in Learning ; there is ftill one behind, 
which was CI had almoft faid) ftriétly peculiar 
to him: I mean, the manner of his handling 
Subjects of a metaphyfical and abjtraé nature. 
In “his skill, he had a fuperiority fo vifible, that 
I think, the "greateft matters of it ought to yield 
it upto him. ‘This fuperiority appear’d, by his 


3 fhew- 








tn oe OR ne AY 


PR th att ea es eo I iB EG 


dn ees. Bas ane ote 























: 





Art. 1. = the Republick of Letters. 39 


fhewing that he had always clear and diftiné& 
Ideas ; by clothing them with plain and intelli- 
gible words; by going no farther than thefe 
Ideas and words could go together ; and by ar- 
guing as clofely upon the abftrufeft points which 
he pretended to underftand, as is ufual in mathe- 
matical deductions themfelves. 


I muft not pafs by, on this occafion, a very 
remarkable Controverfy, which lafted long, in 
a private manner, between him and the learned 
Mr. Leibuitz ; and afterwards was publifh’d, 
and infcribed to Her prefent Majesty, who 
was pleafed to have it pafs through her hands : 
and was the witnels and judge of every ftep of 
it. It related chiefly to the important and dif- 
ficult fubje€ts of Liberty and Neceffity. This 
Liberty, or moral Agency, was a darling point with 
him. He excelled always, and fhew’d a fupe- 
riority to a//, whenever it came into private 
difcourfe, or publick debate. But he never more 
excell’d, than when he was prefs’d with the 
ftrength this learned Adverfary was matter of: 
which made him exert a// his talents, to fet it 
once again in aclear light; to guard itagain{t the 
evil of metaphyfical Ob/curities ; and to give the 
finifhing ftroke to a fubjet?, which muft ever be 
the foundation of Morality in Man; and is the 
fole ground of the Accountablene/s of intelligent 
Creatures for all their Actions. 

As for his talents and peculiar character as a 
Preacher, that has already been given above, 
particularly in pag. 8, 29, and 34. as alfo from 
pag. 8, to 34. , ‘ 

If in any one of thefe many. branches of 
Kuowledge and Learning he had excell’d only fo 
much, as he did in a/ ; this alone would have 
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juftly intitled him to the name of a great Man. 
But there is fomething fo very extraordinary, 
that the fame perfon fhould excel, not only in 
thofe parts of Knowledge which require the 
ftrongeft judgment, but in thofe which want the 
help of the ftrongeft memory alfo; and it is fo 
feldom feen, that one who is a great mafter in 
Theology, is at the fame time skilfully fond of 
all Critical and Claffical Learning ; or excellent 
in the Phyfical and Mathematical ftudies ; or well 
framed for metaphyfical and abfiraét reafonings : 
That it ought to be remark’d, in how particu- 
lar a manner, and to how high a degree, Divi~ 
nity and Mathematicks, Experimental Philofophy 
and Claffical Learning, Metaphyficks and Critical 
Skill, all of them (various and different as they 
are amongft themfelves) united in Dr. Clarke. 
This way of {peaking of him, with regard 
to all thefe, may found fo high, that many per- 
haps who were ftrangers to bim, and to bis real 
Excellencies, may think I have faid too much. 
But Iam confident, (and this is my fatisfaéti- 
on,) that 77 a// that I have faid upon thefe fub- 
jects, Ihave the Confent and Leftimony of many 
of the moft judicious and learned Men, of all 
denominations amongft us ; as well thofe who 


did not come into all his fentiments, as thofe 
who did. 


Thefe Accomplifhments of Nature and Learn- 
ang not only made his Preaching thus excellent, 
but render’d his Couver/ation among his Friends 
in fo high a degree ufeful and inftruétive, that 
it might be ftiled au eafy Continuation of his 
own Studies, and a School of Knowledge to thofe 
who partook of it. Indeed, if I might be al- 
low’d to judge in what that peculiar Excellence 
lay, 
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lay, which moft diftinguifh’d him from other 
great Men ; I would place it in that readine/s 
of Thought, and clearne/s of Expreffion, which 
hardly ever failed him, when his Opinion was 
asked, upon all forts of zmportant and trying 
queftions. The pleafure and fatisfaCtion which 
appear'd where he converfed with any freedom, 
could not but be very great; to hear many of 
the difficulties which had perplexed very able 
men in their feveral profeffions and ftudies, tho’ 
ftarted all on a fudden, vanithing almoft as fud- 
denly ; leffening continually as taft as he fpake, 
and generally ending with his difcourfe. Here 
indeed it was, that he triumph’d without a Ri- 
val. They who fancied themfelves in doubts ne- 
ver to be fatisfied, often found light from him, 
after having vainly tried to find it elfewhere: 
and they who did not fee to the end of their 
difficulties immediately, yet had this comfort, 
that they always underftood him, as far as he 
went ; and at leaft that fatisfa€tion which is the 


- next to finding out the whole truth, I mean the 


fatisfa€tion of being convinced that it was in vain 
to expect it. Thofe who knew him, have been 
daily witneffes to what I now fay, in Mathema- 
tical and Critical, as well as Theological and Me- 
tapbyfical fubje€ts: upon the laft of which in- 
deed, he was one of the very few, who could, 
or would, always talk intelligibly. His Difcourfe 
of this fort was without one word or term, which 
he was not as ready to give a plain fenfe to, as 
he was to make ufe of it ; and in a ftile which 
he would take as great a pleafure to adapt to 
the underftanding of all perfons of fenfe, as 
many would do, to raife their language even 
out of their own reach, as well as that of others. , 
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For he judg’d, that, as the ufe of Janguage was 


to exprefs tbo ughts ; fo thofe founds could not 
be juftly called /anguage, which reprefented no 
thoughts at all. Such hai his Converfation a- 
mongft his Friends: always far removed from 
pedantry ; and never arifing from his own affe- 
étation of introducing learning into it ; but from 
the enquiries of others, or the occaftons which 
naturally and unavoidably led to it. 

No wonder that a perfon of fuch a genius, 
and fuch acquirements, was ahs after by the 
greateft Lovers of virtue and knowledge. This 
was his cafe, to fuch a degree, that thro’ his 
Jaft years, he could command but very little 
time for his own ftudies, even in the morning ; 
and after the smoruing was over, he was almott 
every day invited and prefs’d amoneft his Friends 
abroad ; not only thofe of his own parifh, who 
were ey defirous of his company ; but ma- 
ny in all the other parts of the town. 

And in particular, the chief Perfons of the, 
Law paid this great Man the moft fingular and 
diftinguifhing regard: which was fo remark- 
able, that it ‘feem’d to be a fort of conteft a- 
mongft them, who fhould fhew it moft. The 
Lord High Chancellor, the Mafter of the Rolls, 
the Lord Chief Baron, and feveral of his bre- 
thren the learned “/udges, (not to mention O- 
thers ) will, I am confident, efteem it their ho- 
nour to have it faid, fince it can be faid with 
truth, That there never yet appear’d a Divine 
among{t us, Cnot related to them by his Of- 
fice,) who received fuch continued and fuch 
‘particular marks of the higheft refpeét from fo 
many Ornaments of that honourable Profeffion, 
as be did, from the day of his being firft known 
amongft them, to that day, on which fome 
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of them were witnefles to the approaches of 
his laft illnefs. 

The regards paid to him by the beft of the 
powerful and noble part of our World, were as 
conftant and as remarkable. Above all, it ought 
ever to be remember’d, where-ever the name 


of Dr. Clarke is remember’d, That her prefent 


MAFESTY, from her firft acquaintance 
with his character, to the day of his death, ex- 
preis’d the high efteem fhe had of his compre- 
henfive Capacity, and ufeful Learning, by very 
frequent Converfations with him, upon many 
of the moft important and entertaining points 
of true philofophy, and real knowledge. And 
feldom a week pafs’d, in which She did not 
with pleafure receive fome proof of the great- 
nefs of his genius, and the force of his fuperior 
underftanding. 

Thus adorned with the moft valuable of all 
moral and intellectual Accomplifbments, he lived 
in the efteem of the wi/e, and good and great 5 
and died fincerely lamented by every Friend to 
Learning, Truth, and Virtue. 


One matter of fact, the Bifhop takes parti- 
cular notice of, not to be omitted here, is, 
That from the time of the Doéctor’s firft pub- 
lifhing his book of the Seripture-Doétrine of the 
Trinity, to the day of his death, he found no 
reafon, as far as he was able to judge, to alter 
the notions which he had there profeffled, con- 
cerning the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, to- 
wards any of thofe Schemes which feem’d to 
him to derogate from the houour of the Father, 
on one fide ; or from that of the Sov, and Spi- 
rit, on the other. ‘This I thought proper juft 
to mention, as what all his Friends know to 
C 4 be 
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be the ¢ruth. And indeed, nothing to the con- 
trary can be alledged, without contradicting 
many expre/s Sentences, {catter’d through all his 
Works (thefe pofthumous ones, as well as o- 
thers ) which have followed, or will foilow, the 
foremention’d Zreatife; evidently fetting forth, 
or implying, the fame do¢trine. 

And this will yet more evidently appear, 
whenever the third Edition of this Book fhall 
be publifhed : In which Edition, as in the fe- 
cond, he had fufficiently animadverted on the 
weak and injudicious attempt of the late Dr. 
Bennet ; fo in this, he more particularly confi- 
ders, and remarks upon the reafonings of his 
laft great and learned Adverfary, and fhews them 
(as | am inform’d) in a much fuller, and truer 
light, than ever they appeared in before. 


Such was the conduct, and fuch were the ftu- 
dies and the fingular and ufeful accomplifhments 
and converfation of Dr. Clarke ; full of defigus 
and works becoming a truly great man, inti- 
mately concern’d for his own real happinefs, 
and for that of all intelligent creatures and mo- 
ral agents around him. 

And of thefe his various works, wrote upon 
fo many different, and generally moft important 
fubjetts, I fhall take the liberty to fay of all of 
them, from the firft to the laft, That what he 
has written to clear and illuftrate them, does 
now ftand, and will for ever remain, an eter- 
nal monument of a genius, that could not only 
adorn, but improve every fubjeét he treated of ; 
nay, that could open new and glorious fcenes 
of reafoning, and whole fields of knowledge 
undifcover’d before, on feveral the moft effen- 
tial and confiderable articles, both of natural and 
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reveal’d Religion, and fuch in which human 
life and happinefs is the moft nearly and deeply 
concern’d ; as well as throw in light upon o- 
thers, where darknefs ufed only to reign; and 
force good fenfe and plain words, into what 
was almoft the privileged place of ob/curity, and 
unintelligible founds. For fuch indeed had ma- 
ny of the /ubjects he treats of been, under the 
hands of moft or all who had written upon them 
before he undertook them ; either through a 
defire of darkening them by words without mean- 
ing, or through an énability of difcourfing clear- 
ly and confiftently about them. So far goes the 
Bifhop’s account of him ; which is given here 
too moiltly in his own words, from page 31. to 
this. 


Thus he became eminently ufeful and fer- 
viceable in his generation ; A general and pub- 
lick bleffing ; a light to the world about him: 
And how happy is an age, that can produce 


one of his luftre and fplendor? When fuch a 
genius arifes, 


Exortus uti etherius Sol, 


How faint and dim do the other fmaller Lumi- 
naries appear? But efpecially, in what a light 
are his * Adverfaries feen? every ftroke of 


whole 


* Particularly fuch of them as would affect to give them- 
felves fuperior airs in-controverfy, only becaufe the Doétor 
differ’d in fome eftablifh’d doétrines from them; whofe no- 
tions yet in thefe points are plainly contrary to thofe of feve- 
ral good Church-men, different from Dr. C/arke’s. Happy 
men, to imagine that theirs muit prevail fo much more, as 
at laft to be received for the fure and infallible fandard of 
Orthodoxy ! (For fuch feem to be their Hopes and Expeéa- 
tions; if one can form any Judgment atvall of them from 
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whofe pen is worth all the paper blotted by 
them, in the whole compafs of their lives. How 
foon are all their pretended infurmountable dif- 
ficulties made to vanifh? And how eafily and 
effectually does he fcatter and difpel all that 
Chaos of darknefs and confufion, that but too 
far reigns and prevails in the moft elaborate 
compofitions and writings ofeventhe greateft and 
moft learned of his cotemporaries *; and uponthe 


their manner of writing, and thofe frequent airs of afurance 
and victory they give themfelves upon ‘this occafion:) As if 
all our future opinions on thofe fubjects muft be decided by 
what they have wrote for our information; and that there- 
fore a perfon poffefled of fo many extraordinary qualities 
muft be infulted, as if he had as little merit and virtue, as 
the loweft of thofe who are againft him; and his learning 
contemned, becaufe fuperior beyond meafure to their own. 
And what a miferable condition then are we arrived at, that 
what ought to be detefted and abhorred as much as any vice 
whatever, fhould yet be fo much countenanced and encou- 
raged, by the great fuccefs which men meet with in 
the practice of it! It is by this, that the Chriftian Religion, 
as profeffed among us, fuffers much more, than by any diffe- 
rent explications about the doétrine of the Trinity. Truth 
and Virtue fuffer, and Confcience and Sincerity are debar- 
red from thofe rewards which are proper only for them; 
whilft Men that have weither, flourifh and ufurp an authority 
which Chrift never gave them. 

This treatment of him againft all the rules of common 
Decency and Decorum, was further attended with this par- 
ticular aggravation, that he had ever, in all he wrote, taken 
the moft effectual care to prevent it, by treating thofe from 
whom he differed, even the meaneft and weakett among 
them, with remarkable Candor and Humanity. 


* See convincing Proofs of this, in his Remarks on 
the great Matte Locke's Notions of human Liberty, and 
Matters being capa e of thinking; thofe of the Learned 
and Ingenious Mi: . Collins's, and ‘the Famous Mr. Leib- 
nitzs new Syttem of Liberty and Neceffity, in feveral 
con:roverfial Tracts he wrote on thofe Heads; not to 
mention here the Scripture-Docirine of the Trinity, and 
his feveral Defences of it, Ge. 
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moft deferving fubjects, opens new fcenes, and 
difcovers a vein of true and noble Thinking, 
which never enter’d into any imagination be- 
fore? And who, im all the fhining and moft 
mafculine beauties of juft writing and reafon- 
ing, has been refembled but by few, excell’d by 
none, and in all of them taken together never 
equali’d, by any the moft celebrated Authors 
of ancient or modern ages ; and whofe exam- 


ple alone was more than fufficient, for ever to 
obviate the groundlefs conceit fome men have 
entertained of a decay of genius now, or a de- 
generacy therein of human nature, from what 
obtain’d in any the former ages of the world. 

This is what has juftly raifed him to the cha- 
raéter of being one of the chief honours and 
ornaments of the age and country in which he 
lived: The honour and ornament is indeed 
ours ; but the bleffing and happinefs, the be- 
nefit and advantage of thefe his writings, will 
we hope prove yet much more extenfive, and 
in time be deriv’d to every nation and country, 
inhabited either by Men or Chriftians, and read 
Cas they greatly deferve) by all of them in 
their own language. 

For this is the peculiar advantage of this 
more excellent way of doing good to mankind, 
by learning and knowledge communicated in wri- 
ting, when wilely and judicioufly manag’d, that 
it is the moft extenfive in its influence,and lafting 
in its effects. For, knowledge and virtue, like 
light, are imparted without being dimi- 
nifh'd: And whilft charity to mens bodies or 
eftates, terminates in their perfons ; and the 
fruits and effects of it, are as mortal as they 
are ; this charity to mens minds, by which 
they are filled with virtuous and religious fenti- 
ments, 
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ments, grounded upon principles of true know- 
ledge, Cin which too we have the affiftance and 


concurrence of the greateft and beft of Beings, 


and with him are moft follicitous for that part, 
which is moft worthy our care; and in com- 
parifon of which, the whole world is but a 
trifle!) I fay, this charity to their minds is 
very often univerfal ; The effects of it are not 
only as durable as time, but as lafting and per- 
manent as eternity. So that goodnefs in this 
kind, is tranfcendent ; and the neareft approach 
Mortals can make to the Deity, who is Good- 
ne(s Everlafting, and Infinitely diffufive ! 


To return to thefe four Volumes of Dif- 
courfes of the Doétor’s, that gave occafion to 
this whole Article: I know none that breathe 
a more excellent and Godlike temper of mind ; 
nor in which the innate force of reafon and 
virtue, and the divine power of religion, and 
all the glorious effects which a conftant and 
regular difcharge of its duties, in the juft exer- 
cife of the feveral focial, human and divine 
virtues it prefcribes, would produce in the 
world ; are fo admirably difplay’d, and fo ra- 
tionally and powerfully recommended to the 
underftandings and judgments of men, as in 
thefe Sermons. 

This noble Legacy Cif I may fo exprefs it) 
he has left us; and by which, he being dead, 
yet [peaketh, (to ufe a Scripture phrafe ;) has 
made the whole Chriftian world his debtors. No- 
thingindeed can give fo raifed and exalted an idea 
of human nature, as a benefaétion of this high va- 
lue and kind: It feems to improve and enlarge the 
very being of a Man, extending it todiftant places, 
and to future times ; inafmuch as unfeen Countries, 
| and 
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and After-ages, will thus feel the effects of his 
bounty, while he himfelf reaps the reward there- 
of, in the bleffed Society of all thofe, who, 
having turned many to righteoufne/s, foine as the 
fiars for ever and ever ! 


Tho’ this Article has run out into an extra- 
ordinary length, yet it were only infulting the 
reader, to offer at making any apology for it. It 
is not eafy to refift the temptation of indulging 
one’s felf upon fo engaging a fubjeét: Nor are 
fuch likely to recur often. An Author of fuch 
a fublime character, fo fbining a light, as 
even reflects a glory on human nature, and 
the Chriftian profeffion, fhould not flightly 
be pafs’d over. Nor can an Englifb Journal ever 
be better fill’d, than with giving the moft exact 
and fulleft detail of a Writer, the account and 
juft character of whofe Works, will ever be al- 
low’d to make the moft ufeful and ornamental 
part of their Literary Hiffory. 

One Fact I have been lately inform’d of, I 
can’t omit taking notice of here, and congra~ 
tulating the publick upon, before I conclude. 
The Bifhop of Sarum had mention’d a Saying, 
that had long and univerfally prevailed among 
the Inhabitants (of all ranks and degrees, whe- 
ther high or low) in the parith of St. Zames’s, 
where he preach’d, which we quoted from him 
above, inp. 8. viz. However they differ’d in fome 
matters, yet all of them were unanimou/ly agreed 
in this, Ibat they defired to fee no cther perfon in 
the pulpit : tho’ they had often the choice of all 
the greateft and beft Preachers of the age 
befides: and mentions it to their honour; as 
indeed very juftly he might : We likewife take 
this opportunity to congratulate them, upon 
the 
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the general Concurrence of the publick, in ap- 
proving and confirming the excellent juftnefs 
of their tafe; than which general approbation, 
I know no better ef of the merits of any wri- 
tings whatever ; they being indeed the Fudges 
in the Jaf refort, and from whom there lies no 
appeal. And this has happen’d here in fo re- 
markable a degree, as {carce a like inftance can 
be given : Two thoufand of the firft Impreffion 
(for fo many were printed of the firft two Vo- 
lumes) havingbeen fold off in a much lefs time, 
I am told, than that of two months, and no 
Copies left. A fecond Edition of which is there- 
fore already far advanced in the prefs: And of 
this I doubt whether any fuch example can be 
produced, in a Book of this price, Cand efpe- 
ecially upon moral and divine Subjeéts) fince 
the firft Invention of Printing. 

Any thing therefore faid here, is not meant 
nor intended as the Elogium of Dr. Clarke: 
That would be too difficult a task for us to pre- 
tend to. Zhe voice of the Publick, and the ge- 
neral efteem of all the truly learned, are a much 
better panegyrick on bim than any thing we could 
fay. And there indeed it muft reft at laft. 


. IGNIY OY’ ee Ne lke ae, 

\ my y, PPI Se "ta n 
4 < ce} me, 

Saw 





ARTICLE IL. 


CONTAINING 
An Extract from a Difcourfe of the 
Lord Bifbop of Peterborough to his Cler- 
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E&Y, concerning the prefent dangers of Pom 
pery, Ke. 


rye next fubject we fhall proceed to, is a 
Memorial wrote by the learned Dr. Cofins, 
formerly Bifhop of Durham, again{t what the Ro- 
manifis call the Great General Council of Late- 
van, held under Pope Junocent III. 4. D. 1215, 
{tiled by them Maximum €& Celeberrimum Conci- 
lium; fhewing the Nullity of that pretended 
Council ; and that there were no Canons paffed 
therein Conctliariter ; and that thofe which are 
commonly call’d fuch, and the later Editions of 
Counci/s obtruded upon the world, were onl 
the Papal Decree ot Pope Innocent the Third, 
taken out of the Canon-Law, and firft publifh- 
ed by P. Crab and Cochleus, whom the other 
Editors of the Councz/s have all fince implicitly 
followed. ‘To which is prefix’d, a Letter from 
the faid Bifhop Cofins, to the learned Bifhop 
Moreton his Predeceffor in the See of Durham ; 
giving an account of his ftudies and employ- 
ments, when an Exile abroad, during the times 
of the Civil Wars, and Ufurpation of Oliver 
Cromwell : The ftate of the Controverfy between 
the Proteffants and Papifis at that time, parti- 
cularly as managed by the Miffionaries, the Fa- 
thers of the Oratory, and Doctors of the Sor- 
boune ; their Corruptions of Authors and Coun- 
cils, and the Forgery of the Canons of the 
Great Council of Lateran. ‘Together with fome 
Queries concerning what has been fince call’d 
Overal’s Convocation- Book, &c. Now firft pub 
lifh’d, and collated with an original MS. in the 
Bifhop’s own hand : Communicated by Mr. Des 
JUaiZeAaurs 
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Maizeaux, to the Author of the prefent State of 
the Republick of Letters. With an Introduétion 
to the whole, from the Lord Bifhop of Peter- 
borough : In which is fhewn, the prefent danger 
of Popery, with the beft remedy againft it ; as 
alfo the danger of Enthufia/m, and particularly 
that which prevailed in the times of the late Ci- 
vil Wars: How all Enthufiafm is originally 
founded on the fame principles as Popery, and 
muft neceffarily terminate in it. In which is 
alfo inferted, a Character of his late Majeity, 
King GrorcE, &e. 


The fubject therefore now before us, natural- 
ly divides itfelf into three heads; the firft of 
which is that here mention’d laft, but the firft 
in the order of things; and which therefore 
make the fubjeét of the Introdudtion. 


The learned Mr. Des Maizeaux, to whom 
not only this, but all the moft celebrated 
“Fournals in Europe have often been obliged, for 
feveral curious Articles, has communicated to 
us the following Letter and Memorial of Bifhop 
Cofins; the former in the Bifhop’s own hand- 
writing : The feafonablenefs and importance of 
which, at this juncture, can’t be better ex- 
prefs’d, than in the following words of the pre- 
fent Lord Bifhop of Peterborough, that occur 
in the 48th page of his Charge to his Clergy, 
when Bifhop of Landaff, at his primary Vifita< 
tion there, in the month of ‘uly 1726. Where, 
{peaking of the Affection and Obedience due to 
the Government, by the Clergy ; and of the 
duty incumbent upon the Bifhops, in their feve- 
ral Diocefes, to prefs it upon them; He deli- 
vers 
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vers himfelf thus, in treating on the fituati- 
tion of affairs amongft us at that time; which 
I doubt are not, at leaft in this particular, 
much changed for the better fince: “* That 
“° he would gladly hope there was not much 
* occafion to urge this to men of honefty 
“¢ and probity, who have given affurances of 
‘* fealty and allegiance, under the moft facred 
“* ties and obligations of Religion. To fuppofe 
** or even to hint, that they were unmindful of 
“* thefe, would be the keeneft reflection imagi- 
“ nable; a reflection, which would give him 
“* the greateft trouble, if there fhould be any 
€* real foundation for it. And the Bifhop fays, 
“* he fhould rather chufe to think, that if they 
“*° were freed from thofe /olemn obligations, they 
“ would, of courfe, love and fupport his pre- 
<° fent Majefty, who is a Prince of the greateft 
“© Meeknefs and Mercy imaginable, punifhing 
“ always with the extremeft regret, and pardon- 
** ing with the utmoft pleafure: A Protector of 
** his People’s Lives and Properties, not by 
*° confiraint of Laws, but by temper and zncli- 
“* nation, governing thofe, who are fubject to 
“* his abfolute pleafure, as if they were in a {tate 
“ of abfolute freedom: A Defender of thts Church 
“and Proteffant Religion, not by the prejudice 
“° of Education, but by the gentle force of Con- 
“* vittion. He loves, he cherifhes it ; and when 
“under any preffures, he lays out his utmoft 
** endeavours to elevate and fupport it. Far 
** from confining himfelf in this at home, his 
* Interpofitions on its behalf, reach foreign 
“© Nations, and diftant Countries. Notwith~ 
“* ftanding all thefe things, and the great hap- 
“ pinefs we enjoy under his au/pictous reign, 
** and the wortby deeds done unto this Nation, by 
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“Bis providence ; ’tis confidently reported, (fays 
“¢ the Bifhop) and as confidently de/iev’d, that too 
“* many, in feveral places of the kingdom, are 
“© Jooking abroad for one of the Romi/h per/ua- 
*S fon. If they are Proteffants, he is at alofsto ima- 
“° gine what they aim at, and with what profpect : 
*° "They can’t furely think, that our Feru/alem 
** can profper under a Popi/b Prince: It they 
*° think fo, they muft needs know nothing at 
© all of the fpirit of Popery, which is a very 
“ ftrange fpirit ; a fpirit, which, tho’ black and 
“* dark in its own nature, can, on occafion, 
°° change itfelf into * an Angel of light; a fpi- 
“ rit of deceit and falfbood ; a {pirit of wrath 
€¢ and fiercene/s ; a {pirit of oppreffion and bar- 
“° barity, of cruelty and tyranny ; a {pirit which 
** threatens ruin and deftruétion to all who dif 
** fer from it, and never fails in the execution, 
** but where power and opportunity fail at the 
“* fame time. In fhort, a {pirit direétly oppo- 
“¢ fite to that pure and primitive Chriftianity, 
© which we happily profefs in the Church of 
“¢ England. Can any furmife, that we can en- 
“* joy our Religion, or any thing elfe, under 
“* one poffefs’d with fuch a fpirit ? And yet this 
“¢ (pirit every Popifh Prince muft have, who 
** would be thought a genuine Son of the 
** Church of Rome: Otherwife, what he wants 
“* of it himfelf, he will fee/ to abound very much 
** in others. I take it not only to be a Para- 
** dox, but a monftrous abfurdity to imagine, 
** that we can have any manner of protection 


* Witnefs the Reprefentation of Popery in King ames 
the Second’s Reign, by a Champion of that Caufe, which 
produc’d fo many Pamphlets pro and con, under the Ti- 
tles of the Reprefenter, and Mifreprefenter. 
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under a Popifh Government: We may as well 
expect to fee waters forfake their natural 
courfe, and run upwards ; to lee wolves ‘aith- 
fully keep and preferve the fhceep ; in words 
of facred Writ, to fee the Leopard change 
bis {pots, or the Ethiopian bis skin ; or, which 
is nearer to our purpole, fee a Ligotted Papift 
fincerely love a Learty Proteftant ; as to fee 
our Religion thrive and profper, when Pope- 
ry has mounted the throne. When this once 
comes to be the cafe, (which God ever avert 
from us and our pofterity) we may bid adieu 
to whatever is near and dear to true Cbrifiz- 
ans and true Englifhbmen. We may, indeed, 
be flatter’d for a while, with promifes to fup- 
port the Church of England as by Law efta- 
blifh’d ; under which Promifes there ever 
lurks a fnake in the grafs ; or at leaft, may 
have an affurance Cif there can be any affu- 
rance where no faith is to be kept with here- 
ticks ) of a Zoleration, to lull us afleep, and 
to make us fecure in the midit of danger ; 
but as foon as this point is gain’d, then comes 


on deftru€tion, fraught not only with the 


violences, but extremities of cruelty ; I was 
going to fay /wift deftrudtion: but reflecting 
upon the /ingring cruelties of the Inqguifition, 
and the flow, tho’ barbarous executions of 
millions of people, where the Inquifition does 
not at all prevail; I immediately check’d 
the haftinefs of my thoughts, and laid afide 
that term, as not fully expreffive of the pecu- 
liar Inhumanities of true and fubdftantial Po- 
pery, ftript of the tendernefs and natural 
compaffion of Mankind. ‘Thefe are fo great, 
and fo fingular in their way, that I defy any 
one to fhew me from hiftory, any thing done 
D 2 €¢ like 
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“© like them in cool biood, and upon the foot of 
“* principle, among the moft barbarous favages 
“° in the world. A Popi/b head and a Proteftant 
“ body, is fuch a * monfter, as nothing in fan- 
©* cy or poetick imagination can poffibly ex- 
“° ceed; being wholly unfuitable on all accounts, 
“¢ and as contrary to each other, as ight is to 
©* darkne{s, or bonefty is to kuavery. 

“¢>Tis true, Popery is not the on/y thing of 
€€ which we of this Church are to be afraid, 
“° but Iam fure it is the greatef. I own free- 
** ly, with juft abhorrence, there is another 
““ extreme, viz. Enthufiafm, which, when it» 
© sets head, and is unreftrain’d, overturns all 
© foundations, and like a mighty torrent, {weeps 
“¢ away not only Religion, but likewife all com- 


© mon Honefty, Juftice and Equity. It is 


‘© founded upon the fame principle with Popery, 
© tho’ handed to the world in different modes 
“© of expreffion ; fuch are thefe which follow : 
- That all Dominion is founded in Grace. 
“© + That the Saints muft poffe/s the earth, and 
“© diftribute it to whom they pleafe, as to fo mas 
8 ny vaffals and dependants. ‘That thofe whone 
6° they pronounces Malignants, muft be excluded the 
“ kingdom of beaven ; and thofe whom they ftile 
“* the Godly, muft iuberit it. 'The difmal effe&ts 
** this + madnefs and kuavery had upon our 
“© Eftablifhments both Sacred and Civil, inthe 
** times of the Grand Rebellion, were fo fen- 





* Horace’s Monfter in the beginning of his rt of 
Poetry, is nothing, if compar’d with it. 

+ An eftablifh’d Maxim in Popery, which compre- 
hends the whole of this, is, That all Power in heaven 
and carth is given to the Pope, as St. Peter’s Succeffor. 

} Enthufiafm, is either at the beginning, or before the 
end, a compofition of both thefe. 

“ fibly 
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€¢ fibly felt then, and are fo well known || now, 
“¢ as to render unneceflary all further exaggera- 
“ tions of them. Thefe Enthufiaftick Confu- 
©* fions pav’d the way for Popery, as appears by 
“¢ the many defections of confiderable Proteftant 
“* Families, during the times of trouble: And 
“ this Apoftacy from the Faith, would, in all 
** probability, have been general, had not Di- 
‘© vine Providence interpos’d in the behalf of 
©* our Sion, by cutting fhore the fpirit of En- 
© thufiafm, and by reftoring, in amanner moft 
°° gracious, as well as moft furprizing, without 
“* blow or bloodfhed, the King to the Throne 
“© of his Anceftors; and to his fubje¢ts their 
€¢ juft rights and Properties, together with the 
“© free and publick profeffion of God’s true Re- 
¢ ligion and Worfhip by Law eftablifh’d. This 
« was a happy end of thofe tumultuous times, 
“ which can be afcrib’d to nothing but the 
“* Power of God, * who flilleth the raging of the 
°° fea, the noije of the waves, and the maduefs 
“° of the people. 

‘*This feems to be diverting the ftream ; but 
€¢ if you will obferve, it is only gone into ano- 
‘© ther channel for a little {pace, and then flows 
** again into Popery, the great Aby/s, to which 
“¢ all Schi/m, Enthufiafm, Errors and Herefies as 
$s naturally bend their courfe, as the rivers run 
‘* into the fea. This is the Gulph in which 
“¢ they all finally fink, and are at reft. It is 
‘© Popery therefore, that, of all things, we 
“© ought moft to dread ; and feeing this Dread 
‘* has for fome years paft been fhamefully aba- 
“‘ ted, to the manifeft hazard of our Religion 


|See Lord Clarendon’s Hiftory of the Rebellion. 
*Pfal. Ixv. 7. 
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‘¢ and Liberties, I with fome hearty lover of 
‘‘ the purity of the Gofpel would found a t 


a4 


Leéture in our Metropolis, or fome other 


‘* great City, to keep up a juft Abborrence of 


ce 


Popery, and to be a conftant warning againft 
the Danger and Corruption of it. 


an 


In the mean time, till this ufeful 77/2 of the 
learned Bifhop is accomplifhed, and his whol- 
fome and feafonable advice complied with ; the 
beft thing we can do, is to produce now and 
then, (as a proper opportunity offers) the beft 
and ftrongeft arguments that can be urged againft 
the corruptions of the Church of Rome, or to 
revive fome of the {carceft of the polemical 'Traéts, 
that have been wrote by the beft Proteftant Au- 
thors fince the Reformation. 'This makes us 
gladly lay hold of this opportunity of publifhing 
the following Letter (and the Memorial here an- 
nexed to it) of the late Bifhcp Cofins, who was 
made Bifhop of Durham after the Reftoration, 
to the late learned Eifllop Morvetow his Predecef- 
{or in the fame See; (the former of which is 
now firft publifhed from the original MSS.) 
both old and well try’d and approv’d Champions 
in the Proteftant Caufe. 


t A Lecture like the honourable Mr. Boyle's. 
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ARTICLE II. 


A Lerrer from Dr. Cofins Bifbop of 
Durham, te Bifbop Moreton his Prede- 
ceffor in the fame See, &c. 


My very Reverend and Honour’d 
good Lord, 


I Have often prefented my fervice to your Lord- 

fhip by others, and now I have an occafion 
offer’d me to prefent both my fuit and fervice to 
you by myfelf. 

Many times I meet here with thofe that are 
the mafters of Pop#/) novelties, and the profef- 
fed enemies of our truly Catholick and Prote- 
ftant Religion; and many Controverfies I have 
had with them, but efpecially with thofe Limi- 
tors that come creeping into our pale, and hunt 
for profelytes : whereof they have not (God be 
thanked) been able for thefe four years {pace to 
get one, unlefs it were a poor footman, (whom 
they trapt with a female French bait too, ) and 
have loft fome others of more confiderable qua- 
lity, whom they had lur’d into their net be- 
fore. 

Among others, I met, not long fince, with 
one of their Fathers (as they call them) of the 
Oratory ; who being weary himfelf, fetch’d in 
a couple of fubfidiary Sorbonnifts, that would 
D 4 take 
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take upon them to be fomebody. But when all 
the old Fathers and Councils failed them, -for 
the maintenance of their new Inventions, (where- 
of their Zraufubftantiation, their neceffity of au- 


vicular Confeffim, and the Jurifdi€tion of their - 


Univerfal Father the Pope, were then in agita- 
tion between us, ) they betook themfelves to 
their twelve hundred new Fathers, and the 4u- 
thorizy of the Council of Lateran (where they 
fay fo many were gather’d together) under Pope 
Jnnocent the Third : A Council that they ufe to 
magnity above all the Councils of the world, 
that were ever before it. Amongft other juft 
exceptions therefore that I took againft that 
Council, and the pretended Patriarchs of the 
Eaftern Churches, who were faid to have been 
prefent there, and to have come thither at the 
Pope’s Call: I told them out of Platina and 
others, their own writers, That whatever their 
Binius, or their Vatican, or their Surius, or their 
Crab hath printed and publifh’d to the world ; 
yet the moft probable truth was, 1, ‘That there 
were no Decrees or Canons pafled conciliariter, 
and made by the authotity of that Council, at 
all: And 2. That the pretended Canons (which 
thofe later Editions of the Councils have ob- 
truded upon the world) are nothing elfe but 
the papal Decrees of Pope Innocent himfelf, col- 
le€ted out of their Canon-Law, and firft fet 
forth by P. Crab and Coch/eus (a man not great- 
ly to be trufted), whom the other Publifhers of 
the Councils have fince follow’d. 

This Anfwer feeming new and ftrange to 
them, that (as great Knowgrs as they boaft 
themfelves to be) never heard of any fuch mat- 
ter before, gave them occafion to fearch into 
thiofe books, which I alledged to them for that 
purpofe. 
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purpofe. And among others, I quoted them 
for the firft part of my anfwer, Matth. Paris, 
in his Hiftoria minort, as he is alledg’d by Mat- 
thew Parker, Archbifhop of Cant. in his * Ay- 
tiquit. Ecclefie Britannice : And for the fecond 
part, I cited them the Edition of thofe Canons, 
as they are printed and made a part of Pope Jn- 
wacent the 'Third’s own works, and Cochleus’s 
Epifile befides, printed before the Lateran Coun- 
cil, in the Edition that P. Crab firft made of it, 
as I found it cited to my hand, by a note that 
I had fome time paft taken thereof, out of your 
Lordfhip’s excellent and learned book, tf Zhe 
Proteftants Appeal. 

At the firft of thefe citations they ftick, be- 
caufe Matth. Paris’s minor Hiftoria was never 
yet printed, and here it is not to be feen in 
MS. But the fecond they utterly deny; and 
confident they fay they are, that there is no 
fuch Epifile of Cochleus to be found in Crab’s 
Edition of the Councils ; for declaration where- 
of, they produce his Edition at Cologne, ex Of- 
ficina Fobannis Quintel, A. D. 1551, in three 
Volumes ; where indeed there is no fuch Eni- 
{tle extant, that Ican find. But I fufpeét fome 
fraud in that Edition ; for Crab (as fome other 
notes of mine tell me) had fet forth the Coun- 
cils before Av. 1598. And like it is, they were 
fo afham’d of Cochl. his Epifile in his firft Edi- 
tion, that they left it out in the fecond. But 
the firft Edition I cannot here, by any méans or 
fearch, meet withal. 

I have therefore two Requefts to make unto 
your Lordfhip. 

* In Vit. Steph. Langton, p. 158 1.46, Edit. Hanov. 1605. 

+ P. 486, ix the Margin, at the Letter I. of the Catho- 


lick Appeal for Proteftants, €'c. printed at London 1609. 
Fol. By Thomas Moreton, Bijbop of Durham. 
1. The 
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1. The one concerning this your own Cita- 
tion of Cochleus’s Epiftle out of Crab; That 


‘you would be pleas’d to employ Mr. Barwick, 


or fome cther at your command, to make a 
fearch for the book, ( which I make no queftion, 
will be eafily found out in fome of the Libraries 
at London, ) and to inform me certainly, in what 
Edition of Crab that Epiftle of Cochleus is to be 
feen. And becaufe when that is done, I make 
a queftion whether I fhall be ever able to find 
the book here, or no; (for I think they make 
riddance of it faft as they can, that their later 
Editions of the Councils may only ftand in view ; ) 
I fhall make it my further Suit to your Lord- 
fhip, That when you have found out the book, 
you would caufe the Title-page (which you 
have cited in your Appeal) to be tranfcribed, 
and attefted under their hands, that have feen 
and read it in Crab. And whenT have it fo at- 
tefted, I fhall be able to ftop the Sorbonnifts 
mouths with it ; that in the mean while think 
themielves fufe and free in this particular, and 
clamour (as their ufe is) againft our falfe cita- 
tions. 


2. The other is concerning the paffage in 


Marth. Paris, as it is quoted by Matth. Parker ;— 


That your Lordfhip would likewife be pleafed to 
let a fearch be made for that Minor Hiftoria, 
which, as I have been heretofore informed, is 
to be feen in the King’s Library at St. Fames’s, 
where “Mir. Patrick Young Cone that delights in 
Antiquities, and whom I have always very much 
efteem’d) will be ready to ferve your Lordfhip’s 
defires in that behalf, and permit any that you 
will fend to him, to tranfcribe that paffage Cit 
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is not above eight lines in Archbifhop Parker) 
out of the manufcript. And I defire to have 
that alfo attefted, that they may be forced to 
give the more credit here to it, when it comes. 

And herein your Lordfhip will do me a fingu- 
lar favour, the acknowledgment whereof I fhall 
add to many others that I have ufed to receive 
from you heretofore. 

I fhall but trouble your Lordfhip with a few 
lines more, and make anend. Often times have 
I heard it from my Lord Overal/, (when I had 
the happinefs to live with that rare and excel- 
lent man, ) That when he was Pro/ocutor of the 
Convocation-Houfe, 4. D. 1606, there was a 
certain Book (made, as I remember, by Arch- 
bifhop Bancroft, or by fome other at his appoint- 
ment) then propofed, and read before all the 
Clergy, who formally gave their P/acet’s to it, 
to have it publifh’d and printed in the name of 
the whole Synod. It was a book Cif my me- 
mory fail me not) afferting the juft Authority 
of the King’s Supremacy in Caufes Ecclefiafti- 
cal ; and fetting forth the wnjuf? Authority, claim- 
ed and ufurped by the Bifhop of Romie, over 
Kings and all other Bifhops of the World. I 
think there be few living now, befides your Lord- 
fhip, that were Members of that Convocation : 
And I would gladly receive your Lordfhip’s 
knowledge of that book, by whom it was penn’d ¢ 


how far it pafs’d inthe Synod ? and what became 
of it at laft ?* 


* This Book has been fince printed under thetitle of Bibop 
Overall’s Convocation Book; and madea great noife after the 
Revolution, efpecially upon occafion of Dr. Sherlock, after- 
wards Dean of St. Paul's, appealing fo often to it, in his 
Cafe of Allegiance due to Sovereign Powers, and his feveral 
Defenfes of it, for the change of his notions, as to the law- 

fulnefs of taking the Oaths to the Government undeg King 
William and Queen Mary, &c. 
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My notes tell me, ‘That in the end of your 
former citation, concerning the pretended Coun- 
cil of Lateran, Cwhich in your Index alfo to 
that Appeal, you call’d, No Council,)) you added 
this exception to it ; That no other Council of 
Lateran can be produc’d, whereunto thefe words 
(viz. in Concilio Lateranenfi, Hoc probibitum, 
—Hoc definitum eft, ) can have reference ; And 
truly if that could be made good, it were the 
only beft argument againft it: For what can be 
more abfurd and unlikely, than that a Council 
then fitting, fhould quote itfelf, for matters 
paffed and decreed before that time? But Be/- 
Jarmine, in his book de Scriptoribus Ecclefiafti- 
cis, at his Obfervat. of Innocent Ili. and Binius 
in his margin, at this Council, refer all fuch 
like paffages and citations to a former Lateran 
Council, under Alexander the Third, where they 
are to be found ; and whereof I defire your 
Lordfhip’s judgment. 

And thus your Lordfhip may perceive, while 
the world is bufy about other matters at home, 
what my employments and ftudies are abroad ; 
being in love with nothing fo much, as the 
truth and purity of the Proteftant Religion, 
which was wont to be profeffed in the Church 
of England, and there maintain’d againft all the 
Enemies of it, by {uch Champions as your Lord- 
fhip is, and I truft will be fo ftill : For which 
end, God fend peace there, and your Lordfhip 
yet a longer life ; whichis the prayer of a banifh’d 
man, but one that being extremely defirous to 
return to you, and receive your benediction, is, 

Your Lorpsurp’s moft faithful 


and bumble Servant, ? 


40. COSIN. 
My 


St. Germ. 
Aug. 8. 1648. 
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ARTICLE IV. 


CONTAINING 


A MEMORIAL of Dr. Cofins formerly 
Bifbop of Durham, againft what the Ro- 
manifts call the Great General Council o 
Lateran under Innocentius the third; 
faid to be Maximum & Celeberrimum 
Concilium, A.D, 1215. V. p. §1. 


I. Aximum: For, the number of eight hun- 

dred Priors and Abbots (who had no 
voices in Councils, but by privilege from the 
Pope) was as great again as the number of the 
Bifhops. 


Celeberrimum: For, it was every where fa- 
mous for this one thing of f{pecial note in it ; 
That fo many men met together to no purpofe ; 
Met, but did nothing. ‘Therefore, of this fo 
great and fo famous a Council, thefe be the words 
of Platina, (who was the Pope’s own Secre- 
tary,) 2 vita Innocentit III. Venere multa tum 
quidem in confultationem, nec decerni tamen quic- 
quam aperte potuit, quod & Pifani & Genuenfes 
maritimo, €9 Cifalpini terreftri bello inter fe cer- 
tarent. Ed itaque proficifcens tollende difcordie 
caufa Pontifex, Perufii moritur. And to the fame 
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purpofe are the words of Matth. Paris, (in Hi- 


ftorta minori,) who liv’d in the fame time when 


this Council was called together. Concilium il- 
lud generale, quod more papali, grandia prima 
fronte pre fe tulit, in rifum & {comma defiit, quo 
Archiepifcopos, Epifcopos, Abbates, Decanos, Ar- 
chidiaconos, omne(que ad td Concilium accedentes 
ludificatus eft. \ For after the Pope was gone to 
appeafe the tumults between the Gennen/es and 
them of Pi/a, there was nothing done. | Et 
cum nibil geri in tanto negotio ceruerent, redeundi 
ad (ua cupidt, veniam figihatim petierunt. Qui- 
bus Papa non conceffit, antequam fibi grandem pe- 
cuniam promififfent ; quam a mercatoribus Roma- 
nis prins accipere mutuo, Papaeque folvere coatti 
funt, antequam difcedere Roma potuiffent. Papa 
jam accepta pecunia, quefiuofum Concilium diffole 
vit gratis, totufque Clerus abiit triftis. 


II. There be many things befides, which may 
make us juftly to fufpe& the Authority of this 
pretended great Council. For firft, before Co- 
chleus put it forth, it was never extant: and 
it was but lately neither that he put it forth ; 
in the year 1538. ‘Three years before, when 
Merlin put forth the Councils, there was no 
fuch Council, that he met withal, to fet out : 
It is not in his Edition. But Coch/eus (a man 
not fo well to be trufted, and who feigned ma- 
ny things in writing Lutber’s life) tells us, that 
ke had the Decrees of this Council out of an 
ancient book: but where he got that book, or 
who firft compiled it, or of what authority it 
was, he tells us nothing at all. It is moft like- 
ly, that ancient book was no other, but the 
book of the Pope’s Decreta/s ; where thofe things 
that are faid by him to be decreed in this Coun- 
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cil, are here and there {catter’d in feveral pla- 
ces. Thofe fcatterings (I believe) did Cochle- 
us, or fome other, collect together, and made 
up one body of them, in manner and form of 
a Council, But fo ill-favour’d a form hath he 
given it, that it often betrayeth itfelf not to 
be genuine, and taken out of any authentick 


Copy. 


III. For, fecondly, who will believe, who 
can perfuade himfelf, that this Council of La- 
teran fhould cite the Council of Lateran, in the 
Decrees and Canons which were there compil’d ? 
That is, that it fhould cite itfelf, as a Council 
not now fitting, but paffed and held a long time 
Cor fome time at leaft}) before it ? The ftile of 
other Councils ufeth to be, Hec fanéta Syuodus 
decernit, or, Placuit huic fantte Synodo, as a 
Seffion now in being, when they make their De- 
cree. But this Council of Lateran {peaks of it- 
felf, as of fome other Laterazu Council, which 
then was at that time fitting, ( Fait, & nofcitur 
fuiffe,) as of fome Decrees made before, fix fe- 
veral times together ; Once in the rxth chapter, 
twice in the 29th; three times more, in the 
33d, 46th, and 61ft chapters. Ju Lateranenfi 
Concilio pia fuit inftitutione provifum. De multa 
providentia fuit in Lateranenfi Concilio probibitum. 
Devolvatur collatio fecundum fiatutum Lateranenfis 
Conciliz. Et in Lateranenfi Coucilio uofcitur fu- 
iffe probibitum. Will any man think thefe be 
the words of the Council of Lateran itfelf ? 


IV. Therefore, thirdly, Cochleus is fain to 
excufe the matter by a conjecture, Cin his Pre- 
face to this Council, fet forth by Crab,) That 
thefe Decrees were collected and brought into 
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this form, wherein he prefents them, by Pope 
Innocentius himfelf, fome while after the Coun- 
cil was done. He cites three chapters of the 
Council to that purpofe, (three of thofe fix 
that are named afore, ) and fays, The Reader 
will eafily deprehend as much. But what Reader 
will like it well, that the Decrees of a Council 
fhould be written fome while after the Council 
is ended ? It was always the ufe of Councils, to 
write their own Decrees, and to fign them too, 
before they went away. And Innocent the Pope 
was not fo weak a Scribe, as to make the Synod 
itfelf {peak after fuch a manner ; In Lateranenfi 
Concilio nofcitur fuiffe probibitum ; or, Fiat boc, 
fecundum quod provifum eft in Lateranenfi Conci- 
lio, &c. which certainly is not the ftile of the 
fame Council concerning itfelf. Innocent the 
Third knew well enough what belong’d to it. 


V. We had beft therefore believe Platina ; 
Non eft decretum ibi quicquam ; Nou potuit ili 
decernt quicquam. Improbavit Innocentius ipfe 
Abbatis Ioachim libellum, damnavit ipfe Almeri- 
cum. He fays, It was not the Council of La- 
teran that made any decrees to condemn them, 
but that Pope Innocent condemned them himfelf. 
And we may well conclude, That both thefe 
and other things, de quibus nibil decerné potuit 
in Concilio, were by the Pope fet down in his 
own Decretals ; out of which he took thofe Ca- 
nons, whoever he was that compiled them into 
the form of a Council. 


VI. For the third Canon of this Council (con- 
cerning the excommunication of temporal Prin- 
ces, and the Popes power to free their fubjeéts 
from all obedience to them, and to give away 
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their kingdoms) is indeed one of the extrava~ 
gants, cap. 13. de Hereticis, that is, Pope In- 
‘mocent’s own decree, and not the Councils of La- 
teran, ubi nibil decerni potuit. So in the 71ft 
Canon, ‘concerning the Recovery of the Holy 
Land trom the Saracens, ( for which this Coun- 
cil was chiefly called, and met together,) the 
Compiler hath made the words to run in a 
Pope’s ftile, and not in the ftile of a Council ; 
Ad liberandam Terram fanttam de manibus Im- 
piorum, facro Concilio approbante definimus, &c. 
Neither in the Council was there any fuch De- 
cree made, as both Cardinal BeZarmine (againft 
K, ‘James's Apology) and Endemon Cidonias (in 
his Parall, Torti € Tortur.) do confefs out of 
Platina. We therefore that made thefe two De- 
crees, of abfolving Subjects from Obedience to 
their Princes, and of recovering the Land of Pro 
mife from the Saracens, may well be thought 
to have made that Decree alfo of Tran/ul/tan- 
tiation, which hath made fuch a noife in the 
world, and for which this Council is fo often 
quoted under the name of Maximum omnium, 
Generale, €8 Celeberrimum Coucilium. 


VIL Butas it fhould feem, he that firft come 
pofed it, and ftiled it fo, or afterwards fet ie 
forth, and entitled it a General Counci!, had not 
his leffon perfect. For between the feventh and 
the eighth General Council, I trow there cans 
not another General Council intervene, as this 
notwithftanding is made to do, if it were fo 
great and fo generai, as they fay it is. They 
count the fecond of Nice for the feventh Gene- 
ral, which was held in the year 787; and the 
Council of Florence Cheld in the year 1449) 
for the eighth Gevera/; as is there, in the laft 
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Seffion of it, exprefsly fet down: Finis oétavi 
Concilit generalis factus eft 21.Fulii, &c. So that 
unlefs they will make two eight General Councils, 
this of Lateran could be none. 


VIII. Befides, if it were a General Council, 
how came it to pafs, that the Canons of it were 
never generally received ? As amongft us, in 
the Church and Kingdom of England, they were 
not ; and as without doubt they would have 
been, had the Council in thofe days been ac- 
counted General, and the Decrees of it under 
that ftile and title fent abroad into the world. 
But with us in England, ever fince that time, 
and contrary to the 46th pretended Canon of 
it, Subfidies have been paid to the King, incou- 
(ulto Pontifice: And againft the 41ft Canon, 
with us currit pre(criptio, tho’ oftentimes ex 
bona fide ortum non babeat. And yet again con- 
trary to the third Canon there, with us, Clerz- 
corum bona qui de Herefi convitti funt, they go 
not to the ufe of the Church, but are always 
brought into the King’s Exchequer. 


IX. Laftly, I believe no good ftory can be 
fhewed, to confirm the pretended title of this 
Council, that the Patriarch of feru/alem and 
Confiantinople were prefent at it, and feventy 
Metropolitans befides : Tho’ that will not make 
it general neither, for want of the two other 
Patriarchs of Antioch and Alexandria, who are 
not mention’d to have been among them. How- 
foever, Nihil ibi aétum quod quidem conftet ; and 
fo was it neither any General Council, nor pro- 
perly indeed fo much as any Council at all. 

So far the Bifhop’s Memorial, with reference 
to this famous, but falfly fo called, General 
Council proceeds. Here 
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Here were the proper place to infert the 
Elogiums of thofe two great Men, Bifhop More- 
ton and Bifhop Cofins, who had both fat in the 
fame See of Durbam, and immediately fucceed- 
ed one another therein; but there not being 
room enough now left in what remains of this 
Paper for two fuch confiderable Articles, we 
muft referve thefe for fome other Journal. And 
for the fame reafon we muft alfo omit here, the 
account we promifed in laft Journal, p. 459. of 
a late book of Travels through France and Italy, 
&c. and proceed to fuch other Articles, as will 
come within a lefs compafs. 
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ARTIC.LE V. 


A Short ELociumM of the late Reverend 
and Learned ANTHONY BLACKWALL, 
M. A. Maffer of the FreeSchools at Der~ 
by, avd Market-Bofworth iz Leicefter- 
fhire, and Reétor of Clapham i Surry ; 
with an account of his Writings. 


‘ais learned Gentleman was for fome 
time Head-Mafter of the noted Free- 
School at Derby, and Leéturer of Albaliows 
there; and on his removal to Bo/woroh, under- 
took with equal fuccefs the fame careful Charge 
at that place, and had the felicity to bring up 
many excellent Scholars; one of whom being 
the Patron of the Church at Clapham in Surrey, 
as a mark of his efteem for his learned Tutor, 
prefented him to that Living. The Grammar 
whereby he initiated the Youth under his care 
Ez into 
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nto Latin, was of his own compofing, and fo 
happily fitted for this purpofe, that he was pre- 
vailed on to publifh it for publick good, tho’ his 
modefty would not permit him to put his name 
to it, becaufe he would not be thought to pre- 
{cribe to other Inftruétors of Youth. It is call’d, 
A new Latin Grammar. Being a fhort, clear, 
and eafy. Introduction of young Scholars to the 
knowledge of the Latin Tongue, containing’an ex- 
att account of the two firft Parts of Grammar. 

He was alfo the Author of a beautiful little 
piece, entitled, An Introduction to the Claffics, 
containing a fort Difconrfe on their Excellencies, 
and Directions bow to (indy them. to advantage, 
&c. wherein he has difplay’d the Beauties of 
thofe admirable Writers of Antiquity, to the 
Underftanding and Imitation even of common 
Capacities ; and that in fo concife and clear a 
manner, as feem’d peculiar to himfelf. 

But his greateft and moft celebrated Work 
was that entitled, Zhe Sacred Claffics illufivated 
and defended; or, An Effay humbly offer’d towards 
proving the Purity, Propriety, and true Eloquence 
of the Writers of the New Zefiament, &c. A 
Work of great Ufe in thefe degenerate days, 
for afferting the Excellence and Dignity of Style 
of the Sacred Penmen; which he has perform- 
ed in a Language truly Claflical, and happily fuit- 
ed to the noble fubject. 

He had, a few weeks before his death, given 
the laft hand to a fecond Volume, to compleat 


* this Work ; which the learned world has been fo 
.-Jong in expectation of, and which it is thought 


will.be foon put to:prefs.. 

To thefe his Works one need only refer, to 
fhew the greatnefs of his talents, and the lofs 
the Repubiick of Letters has fuftained by his, 
death. He 
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He died on the eighth of Apré/ laft, at Mar- 
ket-Bofworth in Leicefterfbire. , , os 





ARTICLE VL 


The GARDENER’s DICTIONARY; 
or, An Effay towards a general Syftem 
of Gardening. Adapted to the Pra&ice 
of the moft experienc’d Gardeners of the 
prefent Age. By PHiLtip MILLER, 
Gardener to the Botanick Garden at 
Chelfea, and F. R. S. 


HE great Encouragement which the Art 

of Gardening has met with from Perfons 

of the firft Diftinétion both for fortune and ge- 
nius in the prefent age, has infpir’d fuch a lau- 
dable emulation among the Profeffors of it, 
that they may boaft to have outdone the princi- 
pal of their neighbours in the improvement and 
cultivation of this innocent and delightful Sci- 
ence; and that under all the difadvantages of 
Climate, &c. they have naturalized to this Nor- 
thern Nation, the moft beautiful Flowers, deli- 
cious Fruits, and ufeful Trees and Plants of the 
more funny Regions: Infomuch that it may be 
truly faid, That Art was-never rendred fo for- 
midable a Rival to Nasure, in this refpect, as 
now. : 
This prolifick fun-fhine of favour and indul- 
gence has raifed, and even in a manner Created 
E 3 Genius’s, 
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Genius’s, which otherwife muft have been bu- 
ry’d in oblivion: But yet it muft be obferv’d, 
that tho’ the practice of Gardening was never 
at the height it is at prefent, yet the Treatifes 
which have been written on this fubjeét, have 
been generally difproportion’d thereto; for by 
fome the fubjeét has been treated too /peculative- 
Jy, the Writers being too little acquainted with 
the practick Part, to produce any thing of ge- 
neral ufe on this head: By fome too particular- 
ly, with regard to fome few branches of it only ; 
and by others too /uperficially, being, perhaps, 
fet to work by fuch whofe bufinefs it is to watch 
and pleafe the various taftes of their Cuftomers, 
and who never fail to oblige tne world with 
Treatifes enough, upon whatever fubject they 
find moft in vogue, and feem to think they 
have nothing more to do, than after having 
form’d a Title-Page that may ftrike the reader’s 
attention, to procure an Author to write to it, 
however qualified he may be for that particular 
fubjeét, and who, on that occafion, generally 
takes his helps from what has been written be- 
fore, being entirely unacquainted with the pra- 
tice either of the paft or prefent times. 

Thefe things having been obferv’d to the 
Author by feveral of his Friends, (who have 
affired him, he cannot do a more acceptable 
fervice to all the lovers of this Art) he has been 
induced to attempt the following Work, in 
which he propofes to offer to the Publick, the 
belt practical Rules and Directions, in all the 
various branches of this delightful Art, that have 
occurr’d to his knowledge, and which are ap- 
prov’d by experience and found practice, and 
purfued by the principal Artifts in this king- 
dom. 


With 
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With regard to the Author’s qualifications for 
this Work, ic may truly be faid, That if a tho- 
rough practice in the feveral branches of his 
proteffion, the moft induftrious application, and 
an integrity, that, “tis to be hop’d, will not be 
queftion’d (qualities, which whoever is poffefs’¢ 
of, may be allow’d to boaft, without the impu- 
tation of vanity) together with the advantage 
of a large cotrefpondence with many of the 
moft knowing Perfons in this Art, not only in 
England, but moft parts of Europe: If thefe, I 
fay, can, in any meafure, qualify a man for 
writing upon a fubject of this nature, ’tis hum- 
bly hop’d he may not incur too heavy a cen- 
fure, for his prefumption in undertaking fo ar- 
duous a task. 

The prefent Treatife, which is now in the 
Prefs, and many fheets wrought off, will con- 
fift of the following heads, which are here iub- 
mitted to the judgment of the Publick. 


I. This Work treats of the Culture of a 
Kitchen-Gardeu, given dire€tions for the times 
and manner of fowéng, plauting, and ordering all 
forts of Efculent Herbs, Plants, Roots, &c. 
with proper inftructions for the choice of forts, 
and the different foils in which each kind is found 
to fucceed beft ; as alfo dire€tions how to conti- 
nue each kind throughout the feafon, for the 
fupply of the Kitchen. 

II. Of a Fruit-Garden: As to the choice of 
fuch Fruits which deferve to be cultivated, with 
directions for the feveral Soils, Afpetts, Situa- 
tions, and Liftances proper to be allow’d to each 
kind; with their manner of planting and pru- 
ning, both forWalls, Efpaliers, Dwarfs or Stand- 
E 4 ards ; 
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ards; as alfo an account of the feveral ftocks 
upon which each kind of fruit is found to fuc- 
ceed; the methods of Grafting, Inoculating, 
Esc. and an account of the feafon when each 
fruit is ripe, and how long it may be preferved 
fit for ufe. 

III. Of a Flower-Garden: As to the Raifing 
and Nurture of all kinds of beautiful Plants and 
Flowers, both Exotic and-Domeftick, which 
are at prefent cultivated in the Engli/b Gardens ; 
with directions for the propagating, and me- 
thod of preferving each kind, and the proper 
foils and fituations in which they will thrive to 
the greateft advantage; with an account of their 
feafons of flowering, the times for planting, 
and how to preferve them in beauty, from that 
fudden decay to which moft flowers are fubjeé. 

IV. Of a Phyfick-Garden, with dire€tions tor 
cultivating all forts of Plants which are ufed in 
Medicine, with their proper feafons of fowing, 
planting, €9c. ) 

V. Of the Wilderne/s: As to the choice of 
all forts of Timber, Evergreen, or flowering 
Trees and Shrubs, both domeftick and exotick, 
which will endure the cold of our climate in 
the open air: With directions for their propa- 
gation, and the various foils and fituations pro- 
per for each, and an account of their feveral 
growths, by which a perfon may readily judge 
what diftance they require, as alfo how to dif- 
pofe them to the beft advantage in a Plantation. 

VI. Of the Confervatory. As to the ftructure 
and contrivance of Green-Houfes and Stoves, fo 
as to be moft advantageous for the preferving 
of all forts of Trees, Plants, €%c. With di- 
rections for the carrying of Flues, and regula- 
ting the heat of the fires: As alfo particular 
Rules 
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Rules exhibited for the managing the various 
forts of exotick Plants; with the feveral de- 
grees of heat in which they are found to thrive ; 
and how to propagate them in the moft expedi- 
tiotis manner. 

~ VII. Of the Vineyard. The proper forts of 
Grapes for planting a Vineyard in England : Di- 
re€tions for the choice of foils, and fituations 
proper for this purpofe: The methods of pru- 
ning, digging, dunging, and drefling fully ex- 
plain’d : The diftance and method to be ftri€tly 
obferv’d in the firft planting of Vines ; with 
their whole management both in fummer and 
winter: As alfo directions for making and pre- 
ferving of Wine, according to the beft methods 
now practis’d by the Vignerons in France, Italy, 
and on the Rhbine; with fome difcourfes rela- 
ting to the many frauds committed by the brew- 
ers and mixers of Wines, both at home and a- 
broad. 

VIII. Of the nature and ufes of Barometers, 
Thermometers and Hygrometers, proper for Gar- 
deners ; and alfo Prognofticks of the Weather, 
according to the accurateft Obfervations of. the 
moft accomplifh’d Afronomers and natural Phi- 
lofophers. 

IX. Of the Origin, Caufes and Nature of 
Metecrs, 23 Rain, Hail, Froft, Snow, Winds, 
Ec. Of the Elements, as Water, Earth, Fire, 
and Air; with their particular ufes in the bufi- 
nefs of Vegetation. 

X. Of the Caufes of Blights, with fome di- 
rections for the preventing thereof. 


To which is added, An Explanation of the 
Terms of Art in Botany and Gardening. 
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The whole interfpers’d with the hiftory of the 
Piants, the Characters of each Genus, and the 
Naimes of all the particular Species in Latin and 
Englifh. | 

Adorn’d with Copper Plates, exhibiting the 
View of a Green- Hou/e, Stove, and fome necef- 
! fary Inftruments, which may be better con- 
ah vey’d to the mind by figures, than is poffible to 
hue be done by the moft accurate defcriptions. 
Tk The Price to Subfcribers is one Pound five 
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Ae Shillings in fheets ; and the Work in fuch for- 
if wardnefs, as that the Author promifes to have 
\; ‘ it publifhed in next Michaelmas Term. 

‘aie 





f i ARTICLE VIL. 
it STATE of Learning. 


iY r. Beaufobre is going to publifh a new 
hat Work in French with the following Title, 
age The ancient and modern Manichees. It confifts 
i of two parts; the firft contains an exact criti- 
Hi cal Hiftory of thefe ancient Hereticks, and their | 
fi peculiar tenets; and the fecond, a particular 
; examination and confutation of the principles of 
the modern Manichees. The Author illuitrates, 
\ by the by, feveral parts of the hiftory of the 
Bogomites, a fe& of Hereticks that arofe in later 
Ages. 


li ALTEN AZ. 

ia Very curious Work has been lately pub- 
Ly lifhed here by Fob. Pet. Koblius, Profeffor 
te of Ecclefiaftical Hiftory and Eloquence in the 
ii 2 Acade- 
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Academy founded by the late Czar at Petersburg, 
entituled, Introductio in biftoriam €9 rem literra- 
viam Slavonum, imprimis facram, five Hiftoria 
Critica Verfonum Slavonicarum maxime infignium, 
nimirum Codicis facri &8 Epbremi Syri, duobus Ji- 
bris abfoluta. Accedunt duo fermones Ephremi 


Syri nondum editi de S. Cena fidei Lutherane 
teftes ac vindices. 8°. 


BRUNSW IC. 


n. Meyer, a Bookfeller here, has pub- 
lifhed a beautiful Edition of all the 
Works of the famous Herman Conringius in fe- 
veral Volumes in Folio. Itis Mr. Goebel, Pro- 
feffor in Law at Helmftadt, to whom the Pub- 
lick is obliged for this Edition; in which 
he has inferted feveral Treatifes, never before 
printed, of this great Author, who by his uni- 
verfal knowledge in Hiftory, Law, Phyfick, 
Criticifm, and even in Theology, had juftly ac- 
quir’d the applaufe and efteem of the learned 
world, both at home and abroad, among the 
Proteftants, as well as Roman-Catholicks. 


STRASBURG. 


nr. Dulfecker has lately reprinted here, 
the <Antiquitates Romane ‘furi/pru- 


dentiam illufirantes, that were formerly pub- 
lifhed by Mr. Heineccius at Francfort, two thirds 
at leaft augmented, and enlarged with feveral 
new and curious Differtations. 

The fame Bookfeller has alfo publifhed a 
new Treatife of Mr. Schoepflin, entitled, Dia- 
triba de Apotheofi. In 4. 
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LONDON. 


Pwere is publifhed, and dedicated to the 
Lord Chancellor, a Défcourfe concerning 
Enthufiafm, proving that the Apoftles were no En- 
thufiafts. In which Treatife, the nature and in- 
fluence of Religious Enthufiafm are impartially 
explained. Together with a Preface, contain- 
ing fome reflections on a late book, entitled, 
Chriftianity as old as. tbe Creation ; and on what 
Mr. /Voolfton alledges with refpect to the Refur- 
rection of ‘fefus Chrift. By Archibald Campbel, 
S. T. P. Regius Profeffor of Ecclefiaftical Hi- 
ftory in the Univerfity of St. Avdrew’s, Minifter 
of the two Churches of Lerbert and Dunipace 
in the Shire of Sterling in North Britain, and 
Author of the Enquiry into the Original of mo- 
ral Virtue, publifhed by Dr. Innes. | 
The Author of this Treatife, in an Adver- 
tifement prefixed before the Preface, in- 
forms us, That he being the Author of a late 
Book, entitled, An Enquiry into the Original of 
moral Virtue, &c. which in the year 1728. was 
publifhed under Dr. Innes name, that he intends 
fhortly to republifh the faid Enguiry with confi- 
derable additions and amendments, leaving out 
the Doétor’s Introduction. 


II. Propofals are alfo publifh’d for printing by 
fubfcription, Epiétetus’s Works, containing, 
1. His Dé/courfes, in four books. 2. His Enchi- 
vidion. 3. His Maxims. 'Tranflated from the 
Greek by ‘fohn Rook. 'To which will be pre- 
fixed, A fhort account of his Life, and of fuch 
of his Writings as have not reach’d our times. 
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